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FATE OF LIEUTENANT HAR2INGTON i 

Sold ie r  'idho Dashed Through Indian  Lines a t  Custer t  s 
Massacre and Was Almost Safe,  Took H i s  Own Life .  

Spec ia l  t o  t h e  Journal  
For t  Yates, N. D. ,  Nov. 23 ..... After  t h e  Custer  
massacre i n  1676 the  remains of a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
engaged i n  the  b a t t l e  were found wi th  the  except- 
ion  of those of Lieutenant Harrington. H i s  f a t e  
was always an uncer t a in ty ,  even t o  h i s  wife and 
n e a r e s t  r e l a t i v e s .  The Indians have always been 
l o t h  t o  t a l k  t o  s t r a n g e r s  of t h e i r  own race o r  t o  
white people concerning the  massacre. 

The Journal  correspondent has jus t  received 
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t l s  dea th  from an 
Indian mamed Paints-Himself-Brown, who was present .  
H i s  testimony i s  corroborated by o thers ,  

It appears t h a t  Lieutenant Harrington was 
about t h e  l a s t  of t h e  s u r v i v o r s  of t h a t  t e r r i b l e  
massacre. When h i s  comrades were about a l l  k i l l e d  
around him, he made a wdld dash on h i s  horse  and 
managed t o  escape  throught t h e  l i n e  of f i g h t i n g  
Indians t o  the open p r a i r i e .  A p a r t y  of about 
seven pursued him. Their  ponies were t i r e d ,  how- 
ever ,  and one of t h e  Indians sa id :  

tt Well, he i s  the  only one l e f t  a l i v e ,  l e t  
him go and t e l l  t h e  news t o  t h e  white man.' 

So they agreed t o  abandon t h e  chase---all  
but one, whose name The Journal correspondent i s  
no t  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  give. This man, whose horse  was 
not  s o  t i r e d ,  sa id ,  "I w i l l  follow him a l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r . "  He says he followed but  a l i t t l e  way 
when he saw the  l i e u t e n a n t  r a i s a  h i s  p i s t o l  and 
f i r e  and drop from h i s  saddle. The l i e u t e n a n t  
had s h o t  himself r a t h e r  than  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  hands 
of t h e  Sioux. H i s  bones l a y  i n  an o ld  dry  l a k e  
bed some d i s t ance  from the  scene of the massacre. 

I t  i s  sa id ,  M r s .  Harringtonl s mind gave way 
under t h e  t e r r i b l e  s t r a i n  of t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  of 
h e r  husband's f a t e ,  and t h a t  she i s  =ow inval ided  
a t  West Point .  There i s  no doubt t h a t  the  above 
i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t r u e  account of t h e  death of 
h e r  husband. 


