
Long Hair (Custer). With my f a the r  and other  youthful warriors I rode i n  t h a  E 

dimct ion .  t 
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We crossed the Greasy Grass below a beaver dam ( the  water ie not s o  deep 
e ,  

there) and came upon many horses. One s o l d i e r  was holding the r e i n s  of e i g h t  o r  t en  

horses. An Indian waved his blanket and scared a l l  the horses, They got away from the 

men ( t roopers) .  On the r idge just  north of us I saw blue-clad men running up a 

ravine, f i r i n g  a s  they ran. 

wThe dust created from the stampeding horses and p o d e r  smoke made 

everything dark and black. Flashes from carbines could be seen. The val ley was dense 

with powder smoke. I never heard such whooping and shouting, "There was never a 

b e t t e r  day t o  d ie , "  shouted Red Horse. , I n  the b a t t l e  I heard c r i e s  from troopers, but  

could not understand what they were saying. I do not speak English. 

"Long Hair's troopers were trapped i n  an enclosure. There were Indians 

everywlsre. The Cheyennes attacked the so ld i e r s  frau the north and Crow King from 

the South, The Sioux Indians encircled the  troopers. Not one got away! The Sioux 

used tomahawks. It was not a mssacre ,  but hot ly  contested b a t t l e  between two armed 

forces. Very few so ld ie r s  were mutilated, as o f t  has been said by the whites. Not a 

s ing le  so ld i e r  w a s  burned a t  the stake. Sioux Indians do not t o r t u r e  t h e i r  victims. 

"After the  b a t t l e  th Indians took a l l  the equipman$ and horses belonging 

t o  the  soldiers .  The brave men who came t o  punish us t h a t  morning were defeated; but 

i n  the end, the Indians los t .  We saw the body o f  U n g  Hair. O f  course, we d id  no t  know 

who the so ld ie r s  were u n t i l  an i n t e rp re t e r  t o l d  us t h a t  the men came from Fort Lincoln, 

then Dakota t e r r i to ry .  On the  saddle blankets were the  cross saber  ins ignia  and the 

l e t t e r  seven. 

"The victorious warriors returned t o  the camp, a s  did the women and children 

who could see the b a t t l e  fmm where they took refuge. Over s i x t y  Indians were k i l l e d  
t 

and they were a l s o  brought back t o  the  camp f o r  scaffold-burlal .  The Indiana did m t  

s tage a v ic to ry  dance t ha t  night. They were mourning f o r  t h e i r  own dead. 
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"The next day w e  packed our t e n t s  and s t a r t e d  north to  the Canadian l ine .  

We orossed t h e  border and remained i n  Canada f o r  four years. We were brought down by 


