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"The troops discovered my warriors before the gap wus closed upon

the battle.

them, and with s wild g;el} they charged right down a ravine toward our
camp, but upon ccming péoffl the otber side the circle wms completed
about them and the batitle began. Now, I witnessed little of the fight
myself, but was kept informed of its progress. The firing was terrific,
and though the soldiers fought with desperation my braves were better
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fighters than they. The cogibat lasted I cannot tell how long, a® weh do
not compute time like the white people, but I should judge not longer than
it would require to walk to the fort and return {two miles). The firing
gradually grew less and when it had almost cessed e messenger came and

£0l1é me that all the soldiers had been killed.

nz2g 1 started toward the battle—ground I saw five of my braves chasing
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;e. soldier over the hills. They were on horses and all running with great

 speed. I watched them until they had disappeared in the distance. The
parsuers, who were braves of my tribe, returned some time after and
reported that they had been pursuing an officer, who being well mounted
would certainly have escaped, but that just as they were aboul giving
over the chase, the officer drew s pistol ard placing it against his head
blew hig brains out. The pursuers brought back with them a portion of the
suicide’s clothing. Ny braves, who had womm the battle, collected what
material, arms, smmunition, clothing and money fhey could find on the
battle-ground, and then started notthward. Up to this time I did not
*know we had been fighting General Custer, and nothing ever surprised me more
than the repoW%ggm&;bg__@gg_ long time after the battle, ithat my
warriors had killed Custer. We knew that the General wore long hair, and
it was by this peculiarity we expected to distinguish him. Since the

by
return of my people to Fort Yates learn that Custer's coat of buckskin was
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