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All such will let the pipe pass. I don't want them to touch it."
Here the ceremony of smoking commeunced. 4 large red stons pips, .
with a stem about three feet long, colored and ornasmented with hsir,
beads, &G., after the most approved style of the Indians, was filled
with tobacco and kinne-~kinnick. VWhen lighted, it was passsed by the
Interpreter of the Sioux to Col.Mitchell, and then to Major
§fFitzpatrick. Aftar they had smoked, it was passed successively round
i‘to each 3ioux, commencing in the gast., Many of the principal men, on
taking the pips, point it to the four points of the compass, then
up to the Great gpirit, and down to the bad. Another ceremony was
observed by nearly every onms. Vhen the indian took the pips, the
%Interpreter holdiang the othsr gud, he would extand his right hand to
%the bowl, and draw it back along the stem to his breast. Some of them
§Wou1d repeat this sction several times. 4%t is understcod to bs the
‘most solemn and sacred a testation of truth they c=n give.
vhen the gioux were through , the pipe was refilled, and in like
manner handed first to the Commissioners, and then round to each tribe
successi vely, by the interpreter of the tribe. Thiskeremony bccUpied

y considerable time but throughout sesmed tc bs regardsd with deep

ey

-

Toveranceg by the lpdians. Until the explanation given by Col. Mitchell

1 of the interest and force of thig ceremony, I had not regurdsd it in

~niites proper aspsct, nor given to it its due influsuncs.
During the process of smbking, Mrs. Elliott, the lady of Tisut.
We. L. Elliott, of the mounted Riiles, came in, and was received by
the Commissioners, and assigned a seat vithin the arbor. ffrs. E. was
the ooly white lady in the sncamphent, and her presence created sn
“ agreable sensation throughout the assemblage. (o0l. Mitchell, on
receiving her, remarked ® the +ndians, "Phat in her presence the white

3‘ men gave them an evidence of thsir pesaceful intentions, snd thus



