
of t h e  l n d i a n s  of the p l a i n s  and mountains, s t r o n g l y  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h a t  

o f  the more e a s t e r l y  I n d i a n s  - s a y  from the Pawnees t o  our S t a t e  l i n e .  

The former a r e  proud,  manly and h igh  toned s o n s  QR,, ,..m.:&lda. - the 
, -,.-- --," ".".-,"ll"__ ....,.l.,.-. "" -.----..""..'-",'- "' 

l a t t e r  a r e  d i r t y ,  beggar ly  and cowardly compared wi th  the former. The 

l a t t e r  have had more t o  do w i t h  t he  w h i t e s ,  have l e a r n t  mny o f  t h e i r  

v i c e s  and few of t h e i r  v i r t u e s .  '#hat contamination may db with the  ~ . .  ..,...,..... .. . . . ,. . . ,  

former remains t o  be seen. (The proceedings i n  Council we w i l l  giire 

i n  a  connected form.) 

THE COUNCIL 

Trea ty  Ground near F o r t  Earamie, 1.~1 
September 8 ,  1851. 

When o rde r  had been r e s t o r e d ,  a l l  the  l n d i a n s ,  s e a t e d  a f t e r  t h e i r  

own p e c u l i a r  n o t i o n s  about rank and precedence among themselves,  Col. 

M i t c h e l l  addressed them through the  interpreter, a s  f  ollows: 

"As the Chiefs  and v r i n c i p a l  men o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  t r i b e s  a r e  now 

p r e s e n t ,  I w i l l  proceed t o  apsaki-of the bus iness  f o r  which we a r e  

assembled. I am sen t  h e r e  t o  t r a n s a c t  importatlrt Bns ines s  w i t h  you . 
Before commencing that I propose t o  smoke a l l  around wi th  you. The 

ceremony o f  smoking I regard a s  an important and solemn one, and I be l ieve  

you a l l  s o  regard it. When white men meet t o  t r a n s a c t  important  busini  ss, 

\and  they d e s i r e  t o  t e s t  t h e i r  t r u t h  and s i n c e r i t y ,  they  l a y  t h e i r  hands 

/ o n  the  B ib l e ,  the iiook of the Great  S p i r i t  - t h e i r  Grer t  BlIeddcine - and 

take an oath. Vhen the  red man i n t e n d s  t o  t e l l  the t r u t h ,  and f a i t h f u l l y  

f u l f i l l  h i s  promises,  he t akes  an  o a t h  by Smoking t o  t he  Great  S p i r i t .  - 
The Great  S p i r i t  s e e s  i t  a l l  a n d  knoi~s  it. Nom, 1 do no t  wish any 

Ind ian  t o  smoke wi th  me t h a t  has  any d e c e i t  o r  l i e s  i n  h i s  h e a r t  - o r  

h a s  two h e a r t s  - o r  ~ h o s i i  e a r s  a r e  n o t  bored t o  hebr w b  t h i s  Great  

Father a t  Kashington has  t o  propose,  and perform whatever i s  agreed upon* 


