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thig transportation was all at the risk of ths Contractoras, the
Superintendent had no control over their movements. We have besgn

here from the evening of the Z0th ult, and our latest intelligence
from the traio is thelr crossing of the ¥asnsas on the 17th gi:f? Our;//
delay will bs chiafly caused_by the failure of the Contractors to
bring the Government stores up in the time fixsd.

owing to these circumstauces, Col. M. had to make temporsry

provision for mseting the ‘udians on the londsy following our arrival.
% is a standing rule with all Indiaps, that whenever they meet,

especially upon occasions of this character, thgy must have presents.

of some kind or other. Generally, they expeect tobacco to smoke,

e

i provisions to eat, and at times, other presents, such as serge, blankets,

vermillion, knives, beads, etec., gtc., as circumstances may reguire,
Without these, no msn living - not even the fresidant of the United
:;{States -~ would have angy influence with them, nor could he get them into
iGouncii, or keep thqm together a day. Col. #itchell understands the
habits of these wild tribes intimately, and kopows well how much to
give, and what to withhold, and he makes his distributions in strict
conformity with his knowledge of their wants and character. - frovisions
are the great and most important item. < have yef to. gee the first
Ind len, whether chief or notorious brave, that is noi-husgry or wanting
soms thing tg ggt. The time was, not many years since, when all thece
iﬁ&i;;;.lived on the buffalo and game of the plains, and desired nothing
more; but the ingress of the emigrants, and the introduction of the mannsrs
and customs, possibly I might say, the vices and dissipetion of s8sécalled
¢civilized life, have changed their abpetites and desires in many

particulars. Coffee sugar and soms few things of this kind, =2nd now

more sought formgﬁﬁ"ﬁé§fféd”ﬁﬁgﬁ”élﬁbéf'éni thinéﬂelse. ~ The Colonel,
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store, and his wishes have besen seconded by the proprietors of that



