
there w i l l  be no occasion f o r  war par t ies  going into  the country of another 
nation. 

Your nations a r e  divided up in to  bands or sml l  t r i bes ,  and many of 
these small bands are  as  hosti le to  o t k r  bands of t h e i r  own people a s  they 
are  to other  natiom. Y o u r  Great Father w i l l  not recognize any such divisions. 
The bands of the mveml nations or trhbes must make peace with  each o t b r  and 
form one na$ion. Your Great Father w i l l  only t r e a t  w i t h  the whole nation o r  
t r i be  when united, ne t  with any band however large o r  powerful. 

Big Yancton, another Sio':x, who i s  very much l ike  sow of our fulsy,  
meddlesome, everyday orators,  followed. He never l e t s  an opportunity escape 
him t o  make a speech, and seldom spoke nuch to the point. 

"Father, you t e l l  us to  behave ourselves on the roads and W e  peace. 
I am wi l l ing  to shake hands and wke peace with the whi tep: md a l l  the Indians. 
Your whibe peonle travel the roads and they have destroyed the grass, why do you 
not give them grass of t h e i r  own. They have destroyed our grass and timber, and 
we can' t  hunt where we used to; we used toown a l l  t h i s  country and went where 
we pleased; now, we are surrounded by o ther  Indians, and the whites pass thmugh 
m r  country. The game i s  goir!g away and I should l i k e  t o  see  the time when you 
.;ill give us horses, ca t t l e  and fowls as  the white m n  hove." 

Col. fiiitchell then called upon the Cheyennes, and Bark, o r  The Bear's 
fa ther ,  and said: 

Grand Father and Fathers I son glad to  see  so many Indians and white 
meeting i n  peace. It wkes  my hear t  glad, an2 I s h a l l  he =ore hapny a t  home. 
I am glad you have taken pi ty  on us, and cone t o  see  us. The bufCalo used t o  be 
plenty in  our country, but it is ge t t ing  scarce. tie got enough to com here and 
to  keen us  a while, but our  m a t  will  m t  l o s t  long. As the sun looks down upon 
us - as  the Great S p i r i t  sees me, I am will ing,  Grend "ather, to do as you t e l l  
rre to  do. I kn,)w you w i l l  t e l l  me right,  and that  it w i l l  be good f o r  me and my 
peovle. '7e regard t h i s  a s  a great mdicine day, when our pipes and water sha l l  
be one, a d  we a17 sha l l  he a t  pace.  Our young men, Grand Father, whom you 
want to p;:':;' v:Itli you to the States ,  a r e  res9y, snd tlmy s h l l  go. I sha l l  look 
fo r  t h e i r  return when the grass begins tn gerc again. If d.1 the Nations 
here were a s  will irq:  b do what you t e l l  them and do what they way, as we a re ,  
then we could sleep i n  peace; we wuld not have to watzh our horses or  our 
lodges in  the night. 

klem the ?roceedings were interrupted by a Chief of the Sioux, one of 
the Black Feet band, who ins i s ted  on mki~lg, a speech: 

"Grand Father, you called me la re from the Lissouri r iver.  I am here; 
my p o p l e  are very lioor and hungry - we have very l i t t l e  t o  eat .  We have 
heard a l l  you have sa id ;  your words are very goal, but we think we should have a 

I hundred wagon loads of g o d s  every year and more buffalo. ;;e don't want the 
( horses - we hive i11ent.j of horses. Ve want to see the goods." 

" I n  a d d i t i ~ n  the Commissimers had the ass is tance of Mr. James Bridger, 
the owner and founder of Bridger's Fort, i n  the mountains. This Inan i s  a perfect 
o r i g i n e l . . ~ ~ e  is a E;estuck* bj. bir%h, hut  has been i n  the Indian country since 

he was s ixteen years of 6ge. IielPas with General Ashley i n  h i s  ear ly  trapping r - 
expeditions, and aftervards w l t l l  varigus oompnies, and f ina l ly ,  roamed over the 
country on h i s  07x1 hook, i n  the  canacity of trc.,per, hunter, trader,  o r  Indian 
f ighter ,  as the emergency demanded.,Fe ?ms traversed the mountaina East and 
(test, and fr.lm.the Northern boundaq of' the United S ta tes  to the Gila r iver .  He -- , 
i s  not an educated mn ,  but seem to have au intuEive knowledge of the topography 
of the wuntry,  the courses of streams, the direct ion 0% mountains, and i s  never 
loot ,  whereverhe may be. It i s  s ta ted by those who have had him i n  t h e i r  employ, 
tha t  i n  the midst of the mountaim, when the party of  trappers wished t o  move 
from nne streson t o  another, o r  cm,% a mountsin to any stwarn o r  place, o r  when 
l o s t  or uncertain of the proper direction,  they wmld alwaye appeal to B--~ 
He would thmw h t s  gun carelessly over hie shoulder, survey the country awhile 
with h i s  eye and then s t r i k e  aat on a course, and never fail t o  reeoh the laoe, 
although he 'had several  hundred miles to  t raverse  over a country s h i d  he dgver 


