
on t h e i r  best  behavior. ' i t h  these l i t t l e  ones i t  aas  easy t o  decide upon 
the t h r i f t ,  the cleanliness and industry of the mothers. Pfe have a belief t ha t  
a child i n  i t s  dress and behavior i s  a f a i r  index of the aul ture ,  mind and 
industry of it? mother. Some were decked out i n  a l l  the vhriety of f inery tha t  
skins of wild animal-, beads, ~orcupine qu i l l s ,  and various colored cloths  
could sugrest .  Others were in  more simple wstume, a s t r i n g  of beads round 
the neck, and a s t r i ng  aound the loins .  It i s  due to  the Indian woman to  say, 
t M t  whilst the male children, even to an adv~nced age, are  often permitted t o  
go naked, or nearly so,  we saw but one female Child so exposed. 

When the  crowd has assembled, it was announced that  only the pr incipal  
of head mn of the nation were expected within the c i rc le  prenared fOP the 
Council. The others took positions on the ulains ,  gnemlly i n  t'le rear  of the 
par t  assigned +a t h e i r  chiefs snd braves. The Council ground was a c i r c l e  - 
about a thirC of i t  facing the e a s t  was l e f t  open. Around the re-ainder sheds 
had been erected with lodge poles and lodge skins. The t r i bes  were arraxged 
around - the Sioux first, north and west of the entrance, the  Cheyennes, 
Assinahoins, Shoshones, Arrickewas, Gros Qentres, Mandans, Arapahoes. In  the 
centre a covered arbor was erected. Here r a s  seated Col. Mitchell and Major 
Fi tzpatr ick,  t ' e  Commissioners; then,  was a lso p a s e n t ,  Col. Cooper, Capt. 
Ketchu, Capt. Duncan, Capt. Rhett, Lieut. Hastings and Lieut. E l l i o t t ,  of the 

U U.,.n. The Rev. Father De Smedt, Col. R. Campbell, B. . Brmn, &:or Haldrnan, - of the Utah Indian Agency, Mr .  Rose, ~ub-Agent, md a numher of gentlemen, 
interprete-s,  traders,  and others. 

Far reachinp, i n  the r ea r  of t he  Indian Chiefs a d  Braves, stood the 
a t ten t ive  members of t he i r  r e s p c t i v e  t r ibes .  For quietness, decorum and 
general good behavior, on suck occasions, the Indians might be made models f o r  
c ivi l ized society. -1thcugh bre closely pressed together, everything was quiet 
as  i n  a church. 

I have a l l u e d  m r e  par t icular ly  t o  the assenblage and appearances 
t h i s  m o r ~ i ~ ,  f o r  the reason t h c t  b a a r  it was the first and best  opportunity 
presented t o  see a l l  the Indians i n  a body. I n  a l l  its appeots, i t  was new t o  
ma, ard a thousard incidents, which w i l l  not  bear rapeti t ton,  were of deep 
interest .  It i x  an undo&ted fac t  t h a t  the bearing, character,  mnners ,  caurage 
habita and nearly a l l  leadir g character is t ics  of the Indians of the plains and 
mountains, s t r o x l y  contrast w i t h  t h - t  of the nore eas te r ly  Indians - say from 
the Pabxees to  our State 1 i m .  The former a r e  proud, manly and high toned 
sons of t'?e wilds - the l a t t e r  are dir ty ,  begga-ly a n d  cowardly compared with tb 

formr.  The latterhave more to  do with t e whites, have learnt  mapy of the1 r 
vices and fev of the i r  vi r tues .  Wh-t contamination may do w i t h  the f o m r  
remains to be seen. 

Colonel Mitchell in  his address, through an  in te rpre te r ,  f i r s t  asked 
that  th? pipe of peace be snoked. ?hen he said: 

Vhsn white m n  m e t  to trsnsact important business, and t b y  des i re  
t o  t e s t  t h e i r  t ruth  and s incer i ty ,  they l a y  t h e i r  hands on the  Hible , the Book 
of t he  Great S p i r i t  - their Great Medicine - and take an oath, When tb red 
man intends t o  tell the t ruth ,  and fa i th fu l ly  f u l f i l l  his promises, he takes an 
oath by smoking to the Great Spi r i t .  The Great S p i r i t  sees it a l l  md knows 
it. Now, I do not wish  any Indian to  smke w3th  m that  has any decei t  o r  l i e s  
ic h i s  heart  - o r  has two hearts - o r  whose e a r  are not bored to  hear w b t  h i s  
f r ea t  ra ther  a t  '"ashlngtcm has t o  pro?ose, and ?erfom whateveris agreed upon. 
A l l  such w i l l  l e t  the pipe nass. I don't want them to  touch it.' 

Swing  the pmcsss of smoking, ms. E l l i o t t ,  the lady of Lieut. 71. L. 
E l l i o t t ,  of t he  Mounted Rifles,  c m e  in ,  and was received by the Cormniseioners, 
and assigned a s ea t  within the arbor. Mrs. E. was the only white lady within 
tb encampment, and her presence created an agreeable sensation tlnough the 
assemblage. Col. Mitchall, on receiving her, remrked t o  the Indians, 'That 
i n  her presence the whf t e  m n gave them an evidence of t h e i r  peaceful intenti ons, 
and thus confidence i n  t h e i r  power t o  punish any moues. Her presence, too, 
was a l s o  a n evidence of the confidence t a t  was reposed i n  t h e i r  honesty and 
good intentions.w 

When you have made psaoe betneen a l l .  your nations hem assembled 


