August 14, 1929.

Colonel Charles Francis Bates,
¥ilburn 3leck, Eronxvilles, N.V.

Dear Sir:

Thanks very muech for your kind letter of August 6th. I have
fouad 1t very helpiul. What you say of Crazy Horse and (all seems very
right to me, and your sugcestion as Yo the tltle gives me something to
think abouts Of courss I intend to include thess other men, and have
already malas aome study of them with that in minde I think Gall was a
Syponal man of action with tremondous vitality in aetion, a born leader-
a8 you say= bul by no means the genius in s military wey that Crazy Horse
wase It is too bad thal Crezy Horse was killed so early, before anyone
could got his story.

Thas raminds me. D20 you kuow any book thel treats of the develop-
ment of Indian taciics and strategy in war with the whites? It is clear to
me that they adopted many of our methods of war, und certainly changed their
0ld skulking tactics remarkably in the later years. 1 find very little on
this point anyvhere~ not even ia Byrne's SOLDIZHS OF UHE PLAINS,

. 8itting Bull was not & coward, as you rightly say. HNons of those who
imew him well persounally held him in disvspule. lie could noit have swayed
the Sioux, if he had bgsen & cowsrd. He was & thigker and an orgariser, and
the only cne who never yilelded at heart, and unever stopped fighting for his
pecple. 1 don't know where one can find so tenacious and perasistent an
Judian. I have kooma & great many- chiefly Cheyennes and Arspahoas~ but
they all geem to drift o good deal. Sitting Bull secams never 10 have let gc.
Ko doubt thset wes pazrt of the sceret of Lis power over other men. :

What you say of “irard is just what I wanted. I wonder if he is
yot 2live- or scomecae whe knew hix?  wWould he be listed atb the Bonsion
Bureau? Thanks slso for your coments on Dixon.

1 2hall try 1o osb in touca with Lieud-~Lol. Partello. Thanks for
that, too.

Toun ars coartainly ricsht sboud Melaughline The fmct is, he was
white-washing himself in that book. I have slready found & #0ZBN flaws in
that littls story. No doubl he felt some delenss was needed, scoing that
80 many regarded him~ and still regard hime- as liitle better than the
murdersr of Sitiiaz Dull. '

I have s0 much ground %o cover on the ethnelogical side that as
yet 1 have not gone very deeply into the miiitary side of tho story. It
occurs to me that you may have a considerable bibliograshy alrsady listed
on the Custer disaster and other Indisn fights. If so, would you be kind
enough to send me a transeript? I am espscially anxious kot to miss &hg of the
various Indian accounts of the Battleg of the Little Pig Horm.

I look forward to seeing your life of Custer with great pleasure.

1 have resd all the existing accounts, I think. But it is clear that only
a military man can do the job rightly, and by all 1 can learn you are that
raNe .

Best wishes,

%« 5+ CAMPBELL



