Lonely Swiss Artist
Roved Dakota In "40’s
In Quest Of Beauly

No. 3 in a series on the development
of the iradition of the indigeneous art
of the Middle Border region.

A drab government publication is not
the place one would expect to find a
poignant story of an artist braving travel
hardships of the West a century ago in
quest of abstract beauty. But the “Jour-
nal of Rudolph Friederich Kurz” (U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1937,) a
copy of which is in the Friends of the
Middle Border Collection of Regional
literature, provides just such a tale.

Kurz was a young Swiss who, while
studying art in Paris, became obsessed
with a desire to catch on canvas the evan-
escent lines of abstract esthetics. The
ancient Greeks, he thought, had come close
to this with sculpture because they worked
from the human form, untrammeled
by the conventions of civilization. To se-
cure similiar subjects he decided to seek
the Indians of the New World. The Mex-
ican War was in progress in 1846, so he
was diverted to the Upper Missouri Val-
ley, where he lived until 1852 when he
returned to Switzerland.

“Artist had ‘Tough Time. i

“The artist had what we would call
a tough time of it,” declares Dr. James
A. Van Kirk, Supervising Director of FMB,
“Nearsighted and speaking with a German
accent, he was referred to as ‘The Dutch-
man’ by rough westerners. They not un-
naturally thought him ‘queer’ because he
was more interested in painting Indians
than in cheating them out of valuable
furs.”

Kurz poured out his heart into his jour-
nal, recording frankly his observations on
the shabby treatment he received, the
customs of mountain men, fur traders,
Mormons, Indians, and others whom he
met. Quite naively he reports how, when
threatened by Indians, he insisted upon
picking up his scattered pencils and §ketch
books. Once he provoked his guide to
desperation by loitering to draw the
graceful curves of an antelope’s antlers.

Lived at Old Fi. Pierre

Indian dances, costumes, bull boats
(coracles made of raw buffalo hides), pon-
ies, or even the graceful design of moss
on a stone, interested him. He spent
much time at Fort Pierre across the river
from South Dakota’s capital, and at Ft.
Union on the North Dakota-Montana
boundary. Wherever he went, he confid-
ed his innermost thoughts to his diary;
and what he saw, to his sketchbook. .

Back in Switzerland, he failed to win
the acclaim he had expected and settled
down as an obscure teacher in an academy
at Berne, dying there in 1871. His diary
and his sketches gathered dust for _many
years, finally coming to the attention of
the Smithsonian Institution in Washing-
ton which, in 1937, issued a iranslation of
the journal copiously illustrated by plates.

F M B Has Tinied Prints

The following photographic copies of
his sketches, colored by Miss Frances
Fuller of San Francisco, have been pre-
sented to FMB’s Dakota Galleries:

Kurz Himself (from a finished
painting); Bull Boats, Fort Berthold,
N. D., July 13, 1851; Bags of Crow
Indians and Joway Maidens; and

The Westerners Welcome New Corresponding Members !

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS
The Westerners of Chicage invite any man in-
terested in Western history, not residing in Chicago
or vicinity, to b a ponding member.
Annual dues are three dollars (make checks pay-
able to Franklin J. Meine,, Treasurer, and send to
Dr. Herbert A. Kellar, 679 Rush Street, Chicago,
11, Ill.) The application should be accompanied ny
a statement of the new member’s special interest
in Western history and a brief biography.
Corresponding membership includes the priv-
ilege of attending monthly meetings of The West-
erners in Chicago and an annual subscription to its
publication, ‘“The Brandbook™; also an annual sub-
scription to its quarterly, The Middle Border Bul-
letin.

corr

The following is a list of corresponding
members as of October 1, 1944:

JAMES TRUSLOW ADAMS Historian, South-
port, Conn.
EDWARD P. ALEXANDER—Wisconsin Historical

Society, Madison, Wis.
CLINTON P. ANDERSON—Congressman-at-large

from New Mexico, Washington, D. C.

EDWIN A. BEMIS—Managing director, Colorado
Press Association, Ine., Boulder, Colo. and
vublisher, “Littleton Independent.”

MERRILL G. BURLINGAME—Professor of history,

Montana State College, Bozeman, Mont.
E. A. BRININSTOOL—Historian and writer, Los
Angeles, Calif.
RALPH H. CASE—Lawyer and attorney for the
Sioux Nation, Washington, D. C.

BADGER CLARK--Poet and lecturer, Custer, S. D.
LIEUT. HAROLD COOLEY —Archeologist and free
lance writer, now in Eglin Field, Fla.

LEE H. CORNELL—Geologist, Stanolind Oil and

Gas company, Wichita, Kans.
O. W. COURSEY—Author and poet, Huron, S. D.
J. P. COX—Printer and newspaper publisher, Owens-
ville, Indiana.

ROBERT 8. ELLESON—Rancher
Manitou Springs, Colo.
CAPT. EDWARD EMERINE—Former newspaper

man, Public Relations Officer, Air Transpert
Command, Rosecrans Field, St. Joseph, Mo.
EARL E. FORREST-—Author, Washington Pa.

and mayor of

JOHN T. FREDERICK—Author, book critic and
radio commentator, Glennie, Mich.
MAURICE FRINK—‘“Elkhart Daily Truth,” Elk-

hart, Ind.
J. H. GIPSON—President, Caxton Printers, Litd.
Caldwell, Idaho.

JOSEPH MILLS HANSON—Author, historian,
poet; custodian, Manassas, Va.
GEORGE H. HESS, Jr—Comptroller, Great North-

ern Railway company, St. Paul Minn.
JOHN D. HICKS—Professor of history, University of
California, Berkeley, Calif.
W. N. HILL—Retired business man, Peoria, Iil
RALPH V. HUNKINS—Superintendent of schools,

Lead, S. D.

PHILIP D. JORDAN—Professor of American his-
tory, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.

WILLIAM F. KELLEHER —Appraiser of libraries
and literary material, Cliffside Park N. J.

W. LANGDON KIHN—Artist, Hadlyme, Conn.

LOUIS KNOTT KOONTZ—Professor of history, Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles; editor,
‘(‘]P]q(f:ific Historical Review.” ILos Angeles,
alir. -

HERBERT KRAUSE—Author, Sioux Falls, 8. D.

Packhorse; Mandan Horseman, Aug-

ust 23, 1851: Crow Saddle, October 5,

1850; Returning from the Dobies Ball.

Fort Pierre, July 4, 1851; Horse

Guard of Fort Berthold, (N. D.); Fur

Trader and Engagees (French-Canad-

ian employees), August 28, 1851;

Packet Boat ‘St. Ange’ on Missouri.

August, 7, 1851, Californians: Council

Bluffs (in the distance) May 18, 1851

Here with pictures by George Catlin
(American Artist, 1796-1872), and Karl
Bodmer (1809-1893), who accompanied
Prince Maximilian of Wied on a scien-
tific exploration up the Missouri, these
sketches take their place as examples of
early Middle Border art.

“Kurz was not a great artist,” says
Dr. Van Kirk. “But with a deadly sin-
cerity he “followed the gleam to a rough
and alien land, and with fidelity to his
ideal attempted to capture csthetic high-
lights of a crude life.”

DAVID MAGOWAN—Vice-president and advertis-
glg kdirector, Western Newspaper Union, New
ork.

WILL M. MAUPIN-—Retired newspeper man, Clay
Center, Neb.

LUCULLUS VIRGIL McWHORTER—Author
historian, Yakima, Wash.

EDGAR F. MEDARY—Retired newspaper publisher,
‘Waukon, Iowa.

CHARLES A. NINES, Jr.—Executive, Burroughs
Adding Machine company, Washington, D .C.

CAPT. RUSSELL V. STEELE—Late R. A. M. C.,
Penrhyn Lodge, Gloucester Gate, London,

FOREST SWEET—Book and manuscript dealer, Bat-
tle Creek, Mich.

RALPH WALLACE—Free lance writer, New York.

SGT. HARRY 8. WATSON—Columnist, Stars and
Stripes, APO 1759, e¢/o Postmaster, New York.

BENJAMIN F. WESCOAT —Retired Indian Service
teacher, Nora Springs, Iowa.

CLARK WISSLER—Anthropologist, curater emer-
itus American Museum of Natural History,
New York City.

and

CHARTER RESIDENT MEMBERS

The following is a list of the charter resident
members of the Westerners of Chicago (affiliated
with Friends of the Middle Border, at Mitchell
S. D., through the Chicago chapter of FMB).

JAY ADLER-—Part owner and operator of Mickle-
berry’s Log Cabin restaurant.

FREDRIC BABCOCK—Editor, Sunday book
tion, “Chicago Tribune.”

BEN ALBERT BENSON—Artist.

WALTER BLAIR—Professor of English, University
of Chicago.

E. DOUGLAS BRANCH—Professor of English,
Montana State College, Bozeman, Mont.

EDWARD T. CAMENISCH—Lecturer.

LELAND D. CASE—Editor, “The Rotarian,”

sec-

Mag-

azine.

H. M. CRITCHFIELD—Chief of Lands  section,
United States Indian Service.

DR. IRVING S. CUTTER—Health editor, ‘‘Chicago

Tribune.”

ARTHUR A. DAILEY —General advertising man-
ager, Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail-
way company.

CLIFFORD C. DUNLAP—Free lance research work-

er.

HARVEY W. FRAMBERG—Vice president, Barnes-
Crosby Engraving Company.

SEYMOUR J. FRANK—Attorney.

EVERETT D. GRAFF—President, Ryerson Steel
eompany.

FRED B. HACKETT —Elevator service engineer.

MANNEL HAHN-—Research service, ‘‘T'ne Rotarian®
Magazine.

A. L. HALLOWELL—Department
ogy, Northwestern University.

WRIGHT A. HOWES—Bookseller.

HANS HUTH--Museum of Science and Industry.

JOHN H. JAMESON—Vice-president and ecopy
chief, MeCann-Erickson Advertising agency.

LEIGH JERRARD Head of Land office, Chieago
snd Northwestern Railway.

ALBERT JOHANNSEN-—Professor
geology, University of Chicago.

HERBERT A. KELLAR-—Director, McCormick His-
torical as-ociation.

PAUL W. KIESER—Director of Public relations,
Snicer Manufacturing comvnany, Toledo, Ohio.

*DOUGLAS G, McMURTRIE—Typographic consul-

of anthropol-

emeritus  of

tant, Ludow Typograph company.
FRANKLIN J. MEINE—Editor, Cdnsolidated Bock
Publishers, Ine.

JOHN G. NEIHARDT—Chief of information, Unit-
ed States Indian Service.

CLARENCE 8. PAINE—Librarian, Beloit College,

Beloit, Wis. -
STANLEY PARGELLIS-—Librarian, Newberry Lib-
rary

LESLIE M. PARKER—Patent attorney

NORMAN J. PARKER—Patent attorney.

ALBERT PARRY-—Lecturer and author.

CARL P. RUSSELL—Chief naturalist,
Park Service.

DON RUSSELIL—Editorial writer,
News.”

S. J. SACKETT-—0il develomment executive.

HERMAN GASTRELL SEELY—Financial editor,
“Chicago Daily News.”

JAMES R. SHARP—Service department, Pure Oil
com>any.

J. H. SHERA—Chief of prevarations department,
Un'verzity of Chiecago library.

TRACY STREVEY—Professor of history, Northwest-
ern wninivargity,

PAUL TEETOR—Business manager, “The Rotarian”.

ELMO SCOTT WATSON—Editor, *‘Publisher’s Aux-
iliary,” and professorial lecturer in journal-
ism, Northwestern university,

SIDNEY WELLS—Art director,
Advertisine agency.

BURLEIGH ‘WITHERS — Advertising
Burleigh Withers-McCallum-Stearns

* Deceased.

National

“Chicago Daily

MecCann-Erickson

illustrator,
company.



