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JOHN GI NELWRDT was the  dubject of ane of John Craig's VStories of the Dayv 

the  Chichdo Daily IJew recent ly# The a r t i c l e  read i n  par t :  

John Neihardt, the pce t , i s  the  only m n  i n  Chicago, so fa r  a s  we know, Who 
admits t o  being per fec t ly  happy. That's because, a t  63, he has completed f i ve  book 
which he c a l l s  h i s  epic cycle of the VJest. Some of h i s  e a r ly  years were spent l i v i  
with the  Indians znd t o  the  Sioux he 's  known as fcFleming  rainbow^^, 

A smll  man, gray-haired, with the l e~ . thery  face  of a frontiersman, he spends 
h i s  working time now i n  the Office of I n d i m  &?fairs, a s  d i r e c t ~ r  gf  Public In fq rm 
tim. On the  f3ur th  IAonday ~f every m n t h  he a t tends  a neeting >f t h e  Xesterners, a 
l o c a l  organization born last Dccer,iber. I ts  members crc business and prqfcssional  ne 
For m ? s t  of them i n t e r e s t  i n  pioneer l i f e  i s  a mans of escnpe from the  rcu t ine  of 
the c i t y ,  althaugh some a r c  f a n i l i a r  with the  Plains..,.... 

Attempting i n  1908, a 2,000 n i l c  t r i p  d~im the L!iissouri River I n  a h z ~ m ~ ~ d e  boa 
Neihardt rcscued from probsblc oblivion t he  namsc r ip t  of a nqw famous book, tlThe 

Cmquest -f the  1.Iissouri." U t e r  600 miles hc W.S p r e t t y  wel l  clone i n  f r m  bucking 
headwinds and fording low plzces  by swimming, tillen he ceught up with the  steamboat 
p i lo ted  by Cap+,. Grant P, Marsh. 1tThey sey :,f me,'' Ikrsh once t o ld  Neiharctt, 'Ithat 
I can take a stearnboat on dry land i f  t h e r e f s  been a heavy dew.11 RecognizZng the  be- 
draggled p?et, Marsh roared f r ~ n  t he  hurricane deck,"Cme aboardl" "He had a voice 
l i k e  a buffalo bull,'! IJeihardt recalled. M t e r  he ha:!. been e r i edau t  an:l made c m -  
f3 r tab le ,  the  guest was shown the  mnusor ipt ,  which was based 7n the  l i f c  2f the  
skipper hirnsclf. Marsh sai:? t he  book had b3en turned dovm by near ly  every publisher 
i n  the  &st. Hc wanted Neihardt's opinion, so  hi red him a s  n deckhand, but wt?uld l e  
h i n  d r ~  na vmrk, except reec!. 

'11 r12.s convincecl it wzs a clzssic,n s a i d  Ncihzrclt, '(1 sold it t a  the  Outing Pub 
l i sh ing  Co. It wzs l a t e r  tckzn over by PilcClurgfs, h s  gone through many e?i t ions ,  
and is  i n  the  l i b r e r y  now, I In prouc! of having sor.lething t~ Zo with i t s  publication,  
That 's cnother reason I 'n a ha,ppy a n . "  

The a u t h w  of ItThe Conquest of the  I l i s s ~ u r i , ~ '  incidenta l ly ,  is  Joseph Idills 
Hanson, now a mernher of the  TJcsterners. 

Day or  so before the Septenber Roun4-Up, the e d i t q r  ~f the  Brand Bmk received 

nr>te f ron  ALBERT PARRY rvhich read: 

The annmficenent of the Septenber 25 meeting rezched me here, i n  New York, f a r  
away from the  invigorst ing brcezes of the  p r a i r i e s .  Uzs, I v?onft be back i n  Chica 
in t i x e  f o r  the  EZouncl-Up. Be t te r  luck nejrt t ine .  

The i t e n  I pronisec! you f o r  the  Brend Book was i n  regard t? the  o r ig in  of s t e a  
bgating qn the Volga r ivcr ,  which, as I found out sorne two nonths azo whilc perusin 
ce r t a in  old R u s s i a  records, wzs patterned de f in i t e ly  and de l ibera te ly  a f t e r  t he  
steanboating of the Piississippi. A c e r t a i n  Russisn engineer cane t o  t h i s  country i n  
the  nic'.dle of the  l9 th .  century, t raveled W s t ,  observed and ~ c ? ? i r e 2  liffc on the  
ldj-ssissippi, ascr ibed the " r i s e  of the  Midwestern erpire11 t o  the  Mississippi  steam- 
boat, an.'., on returning t o  Russia, boldly introcluced t h i s  very steambxit -- with ha 
any changes -- t o  the  Volga waters, Thq data c)n t h i s  Ifississippi-Volga tIconnection" 
is so i n t e r e s t i ng  t h a t  I an  planning t o  20 an s r t i c l e  on it f o r  same o r  other pub l i  
tim. An 013 Russian ex i le ,  a lawyer-f$Urlorist f r on  the  lower Volga region, l i v e s  
New York these clays, and he seem t o  b o w  a l o t  about t he  subject  sf American steam 
b m t s  ?n the  Vo lg~ ,  I expect t:, meet h3.n bcfare I ' r e t u r n  t o  Chicago.His tes t innny 
be most valuable addenda C,o t he  prinLed records f have discovered. 

Last nlght, from another Russian m i l e ,  I hear? a few amsing  d e t a i l s  of Grznd 
Duke Alexis 1 buffalo-hunting t r i p  i n  &hq ?Test, which de t a i l s ,  I ,m sure, da not 
appear i n  any pr in ted  records, e i t he r  h c r i c a n  o r  Russian,. . . Give my best  regards 
the  boys 'on %onday night,  ITish I could be there1 


