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l i a r  h rs  n3 business t r y in<  t o  corzpete with h in  in the  ly ing  business$ -- This i s  a 
f ac t ,  

Therefore - I found i n  h i s  s te tenen t  in Harper jus t  %&at I knew I shoulrl 
fin$., viz.  - an a l together  S i f fe ren t  one from the  f i rs t  s ta tencn t  given out by him 
inmediately c f t c r  h i s  escapz - when the  f a c t s  were f r e sh  i n  h i s  nenor27. H i s  reputa- 
t i o n  IVCS sct bad t h a t  General Terry - goo?. m n  tht he P ~ S ,  ~voulC? nqt permit h in  
t a  co-nc? "01 trntlp, 7th.Cav.-to which he ~ n s  cntitlec! -- anc! t o  t h i s  he was n ~ t  
1 ~ s t  when 1tEtt Troop tlwent upu; - m l y ,  hail De Rudio been i n  c o m n d  of "Et' - a s  he 
s h , u l l  have been but  f ~r Terry's orcers,  Gen. Custer nould not have taken $h& 
t r m p ,  but w ~ u l l  have sa:'.c?.lcc? it on Renc, o r  me,--- t h i s  t o  a Scad cer ta inty1 'VB' 
bein:: comcnciect by Lieut . E.i;.Snith, a hcnchnan of Custer ts - anc? a frienc' of Gen. 
Terpj. -- Sni th  vrasn't worth a t i n k e r f s  d--n, -- bu t  he v i m  b e t t e r  than De Rudiol 

Y3u m y  think I c'o nqt knmv a l l  about these things;  but  renenber, mj dear 
b ~ y ,  t h c t  I had soldierec': with those fellows f o r  mny years, an? I knew them a s  wel l  
3s I kn.>w my II,B.C. 's, 

F3r instance, i n  1869, &n*S.D. Sturg i s  displace9 1st. Lieut. A.E.%ith 
s3 re@.nental @.I,@. f o r  ly ing t o  him, concluding, t h a t  a s  he, Sturgis ,  was new 
t7 t he  reginent, t h a t  I t w a s  b e t t e r  SD t o  dn than t o  commence h i s  7th. Cav. l i f e  by 
c m r t - n z l r t i a l i n ~  the  o ld  q f f ice rs  of sane, though, the prqof against  Smith was 
absolute. Smith ms a creature of Custer, and S turg i s  knew what a sc3un?rel Custer 8 

ivzs p r e t t y  nezr ly  a s  wel l  cs I ?id,  an? canc prepared with a s tack of prolsfs he had ' 
acquire,! i n  Texas zgzinst  him. Custer v~'s liaj .Gen. qf Vols. Cond~. Division when 
S tnrz i s  was Lieut . Col. 6th. Cav. Conclg , Rcgt. -- i n  sanc Div.-- The t u rn  of t he  
wheel broke up t he  Vcl. 'business anci cus t e r  was th?n s inp ly  Capt . 5th.Cav. and 
Stuqyis a s  Lieut, Col,, becane in c ~ m z n ?  -- and responsible f o r  t he  p a p e n t  o r  
ra ther  approval of the  contracts  Custer s Qr.1J.r. of Div. ha:? m d e  . - Well, from 
Gcn. Sturgisr  account qf enormities of the r a s c a l i t i e s  7f same, t o  ae, there  was 
n3thing l e f t  f a r  him t r ,  :lo but  t o  repor t  the  fc2cts t o  the  Dept. ComYr.; which he 
did -- an? when ;ate sen t  Sturgis  t o  sane re@, with Custer, h i s  2d, in cammand, 
knowing the  man, he cane prepared fr3r vrar. 

Thet, he --- found e t  ance, but i n  such a disguised manner t h a t  it took Sturgis  
a f u l l  year t n  get a t  i t s  COSE, is s inp ly  h i s t w y :  -- but he ~ o t  a t  it, an2 s t range 
t .2  r e l a t e ,  t h rou~f :  the  trc,c?chcry of Lj-eut. /$.E. Sni th  t o  Custer; -7 but Custor never' 
knew th i s .  B r r y ,  with Custcr i n  oonlan3, the  fellows who ~ r o u l d n ~ t  kslcel t o  him - 
all:! hurra f7r hin, j u s t  ha.!. t,o accept a sure enough nonkey and pa r ro t  tkle of it, 
but, t h a t  those sane monkey anc",arr~t fellows clicin't s t r a i n  every nerve t o  help 
save hin  and h i s  cmmnd a t  the  L i t t l e  Big Hqm, who, none but l i a r s  an3 pd t roons  
can ever iraginz- such, - anz f r o n  havint; bsen on the  f i e l d  an? throt  t a l k s  .>f 
y3ur.s with t)Galln, you ~ O P J  nore of - t h i s  than I can t e l l  :mu, - 2.332 n9thir-q 3f 
it YGS a5re  sure ly  than it sinply  an irnpnssible f e a t  so t o  do, evcn ha:'. Ren3 
k n x n  where Custer %YC?S, he cou13n1t have [;one t o  h h ,  why? there  were t3o many 
In5ians i n  the  way and on the  lookt>ut, an:! Custer snc! h i s  f3rce  ha2 then alrea5.y 
been ' i s p ~ s e d  of. Gall, Crazy Horse, e t  a l ,  had nothing t o  do but t o  t u r n  t h e i r  
a t t en t i on  t o  Reno's colunn. 

AS I comenced t h i s  s c r c~v l  with De Rudio, I'll win3 up sane by saying 
t h a t  1'3 believe h in  without oath jus t  as I woulc? with 02th. N i l .  

Kind remens, t o  Ws. Barry, Yr. frien:!, BENTmJ. 
P.S. D.3 you want Dc Iludizls Lie on t h e  Pla ins  sent  back? 

I n  addi t ion b these l e t t e r s ,  o the r  Custcr 2nd Ba t t l e  qf L i t t l e  Big Horn 

nsmorabilia Eere exhibited a t  the  Round-Up by: 

LELrP1D D. ChSS: Books pamphlets,and other p r in ted  na te r ia l .  
r 

EVERr,TT D. GRUF: An o r ig ina l  copy of t h e  issue qf t he  Bismarck (DOTo) 

Custer d i sas te r .  

totgraphs of Custer a 


