
a decidcci place and time t o  got Custer and h i s  conmsncl, and avenge Custer '3 annihilz-  
t i ~ n  of Black. Ket t le  2nd h i s  v i l l age  severnl  years before c)n the Tiashita . . . where 
the  land ha? been secured by t r e a t y  and t h t  Indians were within t h e i r  r i gh t s  c t  the  
time and n,>t 911 tk3  war path. 

Every mGve of Custer 2nd h i s  c%mand ha:! been ;mtched f o r  several  ?ays and smoke 
s igna l s  had nz2e throughmt the  cmntry ,  sum,ning the Ind ims  t? congregate a t  
t he  agree? place, H i s  loca t ian  wzs wel l  known and h i s  everynmc signaled. back t o  t he  
big  v i l l age  where t he  council vas i n  progress f o r  the  next ?w-ningts reception and 
annihi la t ion 7f t h e i r  foe. 

They mentioned two other  o u t f i t s ,  eviclently Rano and Benteen, a s  being held 
back by s u p c r i ~ i r  numbers of InZians so  they cnuld ge t  Custer. 

It rmst have been rbnut 10  o ~ c l o c k  i n  the a.m. when Custer c am along the  r idge 
y3u 2nd I rvere cn, and sighted the  b ig  v i l l aye  with the  smoke cming  3ut qf the 
teepees an? nn Inc'ians i n  s ight ,  but  they were conccaleci i n  t he  gulches, m i t i n g .  

The s ignz l  was siven an? the  Indians i n  f ron t  rose up and attacked, Custerqs  men 
advzncing . Then the Inelcoins concealed arounc! anr? i n  the  rea r  rose up an2 p r a c t i c s u y  
envelop cd the v;hole corm,n.c!. 

The trh.>le engnyment l a s t ed  scarcely  one hour. It v a s  a complete vic tory,  Not 
sne so1dit.r 3r of f ice r  escaped, and the  Inclian who k i l l e d  Custer, well,  h i s  name rWs 
given me d t n  the  sqlunn promise t h a t  I would never r1i1mlge it. I have never broken 
my w3ri n i t h  an InJ ian  o r  mde  a promise I cou1:l not keep. 

Custer was na t  k i l l e d  where he ws suppose?. t o  have f a l l e n  but was l a s t  seen 
alive,mall.ning along the  rir'.ge you anrl I were on, above where the  l i t t l e  b ~ n d  m d e  its 
l a s t  stcnr:. He was lec4ing h i s  hnrse afoc-t, with h i s  vh i t e  ha t  i n  h i s  h~n-'. The next 

+ i n s t an t  z snz.11 banr: of  Indians surrwnCed hic! an:! it wzs a l l  over, 
He v c s  r i ~ t  mutilated :)r scalped ant-: v ~ s  the onltj one of h i s  com3.nc! who vas n ~ t .  

The rc;-csnn given ne t h c t  night 1~~2s they consic!ercd Custer insane an:: thcy never 
muti lktc an insans person, anr? they wmtec: so ld ie r s  t o  know it was Custcr. He vr2s 
l e f t  z s  he f e l l .  

&fter the  ann ih i la t i cn  of Custer and h i s  men, the  Indians were a l l  f o r  cleaning 
up the  other so ld ie r s  they hzd previ ,msly rzttacke:! an3 helr! back. S i t t i n g  B u l l  pro- 
teste-1 and f i m l l y  prevai lec  upon them t o  leave well  enough alone. They ha2 accon- 
plished t h e i r  purpose, l o s t  few Indians i n  cornparison t o  t hc i r . v i c twy ,  an2 should 
$hey f i g h t  the remaining sol:!iers nf t h e  other  ou t f i t s ,  thcy would s u f f e r  a heavy 
l o s s  and gain nothing. 

So they accepted h i s  counsel an:? erlvice. They moved qff  the  b a t t l e  f i e ld ,  
ca r r j ing  t h e i r  den 1, chanting a s  they went t a  the v i l l aqe  where they rAanced and 
cquntc2 t k e i r  coups nnc: t o l d  over t h e i r  deeds t h z t  n ight ,  

The follotving clay, they 5roke up the  vi l lage,  moved on down the  r iver ,  and 
s c z t t e r e l  t c t  the four  minds. 

Par t ic ipants  i n  the  free-for-al l  which fol lo~rcd these  t a l k s  included JA!IES R. 

SHARP, ARTh3R 11,DAILEY and DR. IRVING S. CU'iTER. Sharp repeated sorx of the i nc i -  

dents connectuf! v i t h  the  Custer b s t t l e  which he hod hear2 from 01:'-tiners when he 

v ~ z s  a cowpuncher i n  South Dakqta an? Vyoming. Dailey contribute6 reniniscences of 

h i s  acquaintance with Gcn. Chsrles Francis Roe (who a s  a second l i eu tenan t  with t h e  

Secon? cavzlry, vias with the f irst  detachment of Gibbon's force  t o  reach the  b a t t l e -  
r 

fiel:: a f t c r  t h ~  Custcr f i g h t )  anct Curley, the Crow scout, wh3m he ne t  an.! photo- 

graphed while he (Dailey) worked qn &?ton's rznch i n  northern T&oming, 

D r .  Cutter, vA7 i s  n1)t ~ n l y  f a d l i a r  with mst of t he  l i t e r e t u r c  3n the  Custer 

e but  hcs a l s o  v i s i t e d  the  ba t t l e f ie12  and surroun3ing country, presented evi- 


