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out  r;f rezcki. It probably al::o accounts f c r  the  feet th2.t Custcr f a i l e d  t o  f i nd  a 
crnssing PS thc r i vc r  near encugh t o  the  posi t ion i ~ f  %no vrfierc he could t l supp~r t  
hin :xith t?-e cntFre outf i t t ' ,  es t he  or:?ers giver! t o  Reno in,licate::, Of caurse, he 
probably f a i l od  t o  send out  scouts because o f  h i s  crntinued fear tha t  t he  Inqians . 
woulcl csc2.p hin. 

Proper r e c o n n ~ i ~ s a n c e ,  of cqursc, ~ v ~ u l c !  havc shown him the  nur~bcrs of Indiens 
t h a t  opposed h-h,  but h i s  f a i l u r c  t n  have t h i s  i n f w m t i o n  not e n t i r e l y  h i s  
f a u l t .  It i s  uncloubteclly t r ue  tkiat tht; numbers of InJians absent f r o n  reservations 
ha?. been c?ncealcd.frctn the  I k r  Depnrtment ex'  from thc  generals i n  the fielc'.., 

H~'.GOJ GASmELL SjZLY, when ca l led  upon f o r  h i s  contribution to the discussion, 

Cisclclkied any quualificr!ti7ns a s  an expert  on Custer, pointing 7ut t h a t  he w2.s there ,  

i n s t e ~ d ,  2.s a tjghost writer" f o r  an expert, h i s  brother-in-law, t he  l a t e  D r .  \? i l l ian  

Frackelbn .>f Shericf.an, TVyo., vrhnse s t w y  of t he  death of Custer h23 f o m c !  m e  of 

thc  chapters i n  t h e i r  b:ml; fcScgebrus h D ~ n % i s  t'. Furthermare, ha said,  the  Frackel- 

ton version ?f the  cleath fitte:! i n  with, and hclpeil t o  c l ea r  up, several  points i n  

tine e e r l i e r  Jiscussions, pa r t i cu l a r l y  thc Lick of an e f fec t ive  reconnaissance by 

Custer i n  a:?vance of the  ba t t l e .  

Here i s  the s tory ,  a s  re& frorn the  q r ig ina l  rmgh mnuscr ip t  type-?. by Dr. 

Fracke l tm f o r  revis ion t...nc', incorporation i n  t he  baok of  h i s  reniniscences: 

During t he  dance, Iledicine Crow, the chief ,  2nd h i s  hezd nen nnc! 1 rrere t a lk ing  
rver  the  cntcrteinnent f o r  the  fal lowing days. The m i n  event w~s t o  be t h e  
r e p r s d u c t i x ~  ?f the  Custer ba t t l c .  (The Bots Sots show a t  Sherir!nn i n  July, 1902.1 

They talked very earnest ly  anong theaselves f o r  a shn r t  w h i l e .  Then S tea l s  
the  &ar  t*?ld  nc tha t  imsmuch as I P~%S a ncTnf3cr ~f t h e i r  t r i b e  naw, they had 
2ecide3 t o  t e l l  ne thc  trut; Indian version of the  r e c l  Custer ba t t l e .  

*,fie :.rent atra.y f ron the dance; B4e81icine Crow, the chief; ylhite Ihn Runs Hin, 
the l e s t  -f the f w r  C r ~ w  scouts a t t ache5  t o  tlie corv.anc! qf Gsn. George 11. Custer 
a+, the  b a t t l e  -II" the  L i t t l e  Big 13-7rn; severa l  Cheyenne Indians an:l a fm Sioux who 
hr.l been i n  the f i gh t ;  an(! my t r u s t y  in te rpre te r ,  S t ea l s  The Bear. 

Tie went t o  l5e2icke Craw's tepee, where a cnntour m p  w 3 s  mr!e qf sand, out- 
l i n ing  the h i l l s  and val leys  sr~c"lchcs j u s t  a s  you saw severa l  weeks sgn ~n Qur 
v i s i t  t? the: b a t t l e  f i e l d .  t+s I remenber it now, it wzs a per fec t  reproduction of 
t h i  gmunc:. 

One nl: the  Cheyennes, picking up some black zshes, d e f t l y  dropped Fr sprinkled 
then dnm each c.ltermte 3epressinn representing a gulch and remarked, ltCheyenneR. 

Tbcn.(r Sioux picked up s o x  vh i t e  i49od nshes between h i s  thumb a n ~ l  f ingers  
2nd <id likewise i n  the  rcnzining enpty depressions (a l t e rna te ly )  an6 said,  lcSiouq@, 

Then lFihite f h n  Runs Hiin r ~ d e  sone c i r c l e s  i n  the  san:', w2.y i~own 7n the f l a t  
near thc  s t rean,  :mde thc  sign of srnoke coning out  the  tepees, and said,  "Heap - 
teepeesn, lrLore than he couli! count, an3 sa id  tht.t the  vrcnen an'! chilrlren had been 
taken way 4o1m the  r i v e r  out n f  ha rm way. 

Th2t sn3ke ms cmdng nut of a n y  of the teepees t n  give the  solrl icrs thc  e 

impressinn t h a t  the  people were not awcre ,jf t h e i r  coning ancl were i n  the  v i l l age  
unprepare?~ f 3r any a t tzck  . 

The t rap  tvas ingeniously sst f o r  Custer anc' it was es t imtec?  t h a t  the re  m s  in 
the  nieghborhos3 of seven t o  n i n e  thousan:l vrarriors waiting and cnnceale-l. 

t he  g rza tes t  number of Indians ever knovm t o  have congregated in m e  
f o r  b a t t l e ,  They had run amg from a l l  She reservations,  obtrined all 

ior, and guns they could procure frbm the di f ferent  agcncics, end m t  


