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The s ing le  quotation parks enclose a par t  of E sentence from Custcr ' s  '*My Life 

on the Plnins," thc r e s t  of which continues "which had the  e f f ec t  t o  tumble him over 
i n  the  snow, v~hen I was cnzSled t o  dospatch him with my p i s t o l  ." l,foreover, the  
fo repar t  of the  same sentence cxplains t h a t  thc  act ion vf2s tcken, "Fearing f o r  the  
sa fe ty  of my dogs, which were being tr,ampled i n  the  snow by the  buffa lo . '  As Van 
de i y a t ~ r  makes much use of hunting and dog incidents t o  display what he conceives a s  
Custer 's cruelty,  t he  obvious unfairness of t h i s  p a r t i a l  quotation i s  su f f i c i en t  t o  
c~ndemn h i s  book a s  spec ia l  plecding f o r  the prosecution, 

Pclrhclps one of the  keys t o  Custer 's chnrncter w 2 s  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  hunting, i n  
horscs and dogs, and perhaps he rvas nore in te res ted  i n  hunting buffalo, elk and 
gr izz ly  bears than he r12s i n  hunting thc  scant g lory t ha t  n ight  be won i n  Indian 
Another key t c  h i s  character  was h i s  bnyishness - the  Itboy general" - h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  
'lgro7:i up!', h i s  cofitinucd indulgence of p r a c t i c a l  jokes a t  the expense of f r iends  2nd 
~ m - c  c-cquaintances. 

He wss, i n  shar t ,  a complete cxtrovert.(Dr, Cutter  bears me out  i n  t h i s . )  He 
, .re ,?d3 n t)sh3~--0ff,tr he twre eccentric uniforms i n  br ight  colors, he s ~ u g h t  the  lime- 
l i g h t .  Wevsrtheless, there  l:~as merit  I n  t he  nan. A mil i t a ry  career '  appcaled t o  
h5m from ari c a r l y  zge ~11d h i s  appointnent t o  I k s t  Point rJ2.s vion nore by pers is tence 
than by favor. f!e tool: l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  stud-ies there,  but nuch i n  extra-curricu- 
l a r  tlctivitic?s. I n  the  Civ i l  1W.r h i s  f i r s t  s t a f f  appointment c m e  merc1;r because he 
was the junior i n  2 cmpany t h a t  hqd i ts  f u l l  cornplenent of three  ? f f ice rs .  H i s  
courage and dnsh wcrc noted by I4cClellcn, end he scrvcd a s  captain on t h a t  general 's  
s t a f f .  TJxn IicClellan YES r e l i c v ~ d ,  Custcr rencined w i t h  him t~ a s s i s t  i n  wri t ing 
IIcClclknls f i n a l  rcport.  X i s  loyz l ty  t~ !IcClell~.n, rho T:~.::s conpletelg out ~f favor, 
is z point  i n  Custcr 's favar.  &pin i n  the  f i e l d ,  h i s  courc?geous conduct i n  a 
charge a t  idd ie  resu l tcd  I n  h i s  appointment a s  br igzdier  gener2.1 under Pleasanton, 
who was looking f o r  yzung of f ice rs  t o  givs  the  cavalry the  leadership it needed - 
Kilpetrick,  IJerr i t t ,  2nd Sr,rnSvrorth were naned a t  the  sane t ine .  So l i t t l e  d id  
t h i s  pron2tion depend 9n favor, t h a t  Custer hnd ac tua l ly  been turned down when 
seeking t o  be coloncl of one of t hc  1:Iichigz.n rogirxnts  now assigned t o  h i s  brigade. 

He dist inguished hinself  a t  Gettysburg, and i n  Sheridan's m l l e y  campaigns. 
Shesidan used hin  villcn he wanted speed end dash, anct i.n t h i s  s n r t  3f leadership 
Custcr kxcelled, But lilhitt,aker, who served i n  these canpaigns, denied t ha t  Custer 
was reckless. He poj-nts 7ut thn t  Custer l e d  h i s  t r ~ o p s  f ron  the f ron t  l inzs ,  where 
he could see thc  s i t ua t i on  and could tckt: quick adv~ntage  of opportunit ies,  Sheridan 
continued t ; ~  r e l y  on Custcr i n  h i s  Indian c a r ~ a i g n s ,  2nd even intervened t o  cu t  
s b ~ r t  2 court  r ~ r t i 2 . 1  sentence s o  Custcr ~ ~ o u l d  be avai lable  f ~ r  th5 canpsign t h a t  
r ~ s u l t e r l  i n  the  Bat t le  cf the  17czshita. 

Corning t r ,  tlic L i t t l e  Big Horn campaign, l?inj. Gen. Alfrcd H. Terry, an  able  
~ f f i c e r  but l i t t l e  experienced with thc  Indians, a l s o  r e l i e d  upon Custer, He a t  
first clesignatcd Custer t o  lead the  1876 ~ x p e d i t i o n ,  f2e:eantrhile Custer ha? incensed 
President Grant by going t o  Tiashington t o  t e s t i f y  aga ins t  Secretary Bclknap i n  t he  
scancals involving arm;. canteens o r  s u t l e r s f  s to res  and apparently 211 Custer 
knew abcut it wns heersay. Grant refused t o  allow Custer t o  gr: on the e x p e d i t i ~ n  
u n t i l  Terry intercedes, then pern i t t ed  hin to gn only i n  comand of ttis ovm regiment, 
t h e  7th Cavzlry. 

Thc mch  ciisputed qrc',or issued by Terry on the  eve of t he  L i t t l c  Big H3rn 
allowed s o  ruth Ciscretion t hz t  it seens highly doubtful t h a t  any court mar t i a l  
rvclul2 h~.ve found Custer gu i l ty  ,,f discbeyin: it. Ihch s t r e s s  i s  laic! on the  f ~ r c e d  
marches, but ~wrches  -f 25 an2 33 n i l e s  i n  successive days c ? , ~  not seen excessive 
f?r ccvclry. (:br,-itt I s  5 t h  Ccvzlry mde 85 n i l e s  i n  one m r c h  during the  sarne 
sm.;r). Custer ' s  conc:uct secns pre6icated on r f e c r  t h a t  the I n J i ~ n s  wqulci escape- 
the  best  j u s t i f i c a t i on  f o r  which s e m s  t o  be t h a t  they actuall jr  hed escrped bjj the  , 
t h e  Terry's 3rd Gibbon's colunns arrivc2.  Notc also t h a t  l a t e r  i n  the  car2paign when 
Terry and Cr%k closed t h e i r  t r ~ p ,  t he  Ind ims  hcd slippecl out  from bctween then and 
never were locnted u n t i l  Cro3k stunbled upon then a t  S l i n  Buttes, 

Custcr 's  pr inary f a u l t  i n  h i s  conduct r)f t he  f i g h t  T ~ z s  Aack of reconnaissance. 
He apparently knevr nothing 3f the  ground, an:! nothing ~f t he  exact l ~ c a t i ~ n  ~f t he  
Indian vi l lagc.  This un?.~ubte:ily ecc3unts f o r  t he  f a c t  t h a t  Benteen was sen t  i n  a 
d i rec t ion  where the  val leys  1e:i away from the  scene of b a t t l e ,  put t ing hirn qu i te  


