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April 20, 1944 [\)
-- Lenox R, Loh?, President

HUSEUM OF SCIERCE AND IMDUSTRY.
Jackson Park
Chlcago 37, Illinais

" Dear Mr. Lohr:

I was plensed to get your letter of April 14 and to learn that
you have come invo- posaessxon of u pistol said to be used in the slay-
T ing of qitting Buil. “Toangs for your kind praise. oI ny. book. '

, You ask what évidence is available as to the type of wsapon: uaad —
in kil;ing Sitting Bull, that is, what guns were carried by Bullhead -

and Red Tomahawk, I suppaaa the records of the Indian Hurceau at Wash-
ington would show what type of arms was issued to the Indian police at
Standinb ﬁoua. ' co

In my hook Hew 7ourseq of Indian ‘kstork, publlqhaﬂ by the Uni-
veraity of thahomn Press in 194 on pg: 16, 1 quote the official re-
. port as to amaunition ie¢ft in the hanis of the Indian pollce after the
© fight at the beginning ol which Sitting Wull was killed.  From that
report it appears that most of the police, anu perhaps all of them, had
‘ both guns and r&volve"s.

I believe that fed Tomarawi certainl shot Sitting Bull with a
pistol. I am umier the inpression that Mullhead shot him with a rifle.
~ However, 1 think your best course would be to write to ¥r. Franit Zahn
~at Fort Yates, North Dakota. He is well ucquainted with the history .
_of the Sioux, and as interpreter thore is in a position to contact the
old timers, some of whom still survive and rememper the f&fhﬁ 1f you .
- would offer a reaaonbb¢e fee for the service, I have no doubt he could
- 2 psrticular details as to what general type of weapohs wer: used,
ard perhips what became of the particular weapons used in killing ¢ ib;
ting Bull.

A8 you may knnw, most of the arms taken from ”‘tting Bull's foi-
lowers’ at that time were smashed over wagonwheels. MNr. A, B. Weich
of Kandan, {»rth Dakota, tolid me that he had a number of weapons used

-~ by Inddsns in the fight. I did not inspect his colluction.

:hile working at 3tanding Rock, one of the interpreters there pre-
sented me with a Colis revolver whiuh he #aid had been found trampled
under in the mud on the scene of the fight and handed down in his fnmily.
The eyllinder was gone, and &1l ‘that remained was the iron frame. I do




