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I' Father De L e t t s  Lif vaJ8, v.1, page 92-103 

On the 30th of 85arah, 1868, Father De Smet l e f t  St, Louis on the 
moat important mission of h i s  whole acrreer. He w a s  in  company with the mem- 
bers of the commission, inc1~ir-g Generals Sherman, Sheridan, Barney, Terry 

4, Md several others, They went t o  (Inaha via Chicago and thence to Cheyenne, 
a *3 4 holding a council with aome Sioux bands on the way, From Cheyenne the@ 

made a brief pleaaure excursion to Shermsn Pass wross which the net 
Union Pacific ra i lmy had but recently been built. The oommiasioners bhen 

' * 
went to  Fort Larmle whiae De Sme, re,& t c  (haha to  , from there to 
Fo$t Riee, Re l e f t  Omha on the steamer C o l ~ i a ,  but made slow progress 
owing t o  low water, 

Father De Smet i n  h is  narrative of this  voyage mentions some of 
the characteristic experiences which his  long acquaQatame with the Indian 
country h d  developed. If i t  was known that he was coming up the river there 
were always peibple a t  the landinga wo seem him. 'men the boat stopped to  
cut or load a supply of wood,- he writea, nI often had occasion to exercise 
the holy ministry among the inhabitants of the region who aame down to the 
woodgard or wharf, mrrsng couples who were awaiting the esenoe of a 
priest to  receive the nuptial benediction, and regenerati the holy water# 47 of baptism rr great nuuiber of children and numerous adults!? 

And th is  is the experience he m a l l y  passed through when he 
found himself among a boat-load of passengerkt 'When the priest appears 
i n  the midat o f  such a thong  he L cr i t i ca l ly  aorutinined. He is measured 
from head to foot, He is like a curicnur beast i n  a menagerie, He iai!  re- 
garded w i t h  surprise and people are  slow to approach him. But once the 
ice is broken, he is overwhelmeU w i t h  questions upon all points of religion, 
These question8 are quite often aeneible enough, but generally are odd andr  -, - 
sometimes even indelioate and gross, denoting a profound ignoranae which - 
inspires only pity and aompaaaionen , 

f The Columbia arrived a t  Foitt Rice May 24th. Father De Smet pasaed 
week i n  religious work among the Indians and Catholic soldiers, baptising, 

marrying, and rece iring confessions, He then spent two daya i n  interviewe 
@th the chiefs and in  making preparations for  departure. H i s  plan seemed 
wildly audwious t o  both whites aad Indium and they freely predicted a 

for him and that their  prayers would be heard and he would return i n  safe&, 

I 
, f a t a l  termination; but he told them that thousands of pure souls were praying ' 
H i s  answer inapired courage, There were a l l  the volunteers that he needed, 
Mr. Charlea Em Galpin, an old Indian trader of great experience, who had 
married among the Sioux, accompanied him as interpreter, There mere besues  
revera& b f  the principal chief8 and eighty warriors representing nearly a l l  
the Sioux bands, They went i n  the double capacity of protecting Fabher De 
Smet, i f  need were, and of persuading their host i le  brethren to l i s t en  to 
him. 

The f i r s t  object of their journey wtm to  find the camp of the 
hostiles, made up of malcontents from the v & i w  Sioux bands, who were 
uncompromiairg in their hatred of the white8 and who refused to enter into 
any t rea t ies  with them. It was these Iadhturls, a very nuneraua and powrful 
band, who were responsible for the depredations and savage cruelties at 
that time 80 prevalent throughtout the West, The s t a r t  was made on the 
morning of the 36 of June: V e  were a l l  a s ~ e n b l e d ; ~  says Father De Smet, 

a large c i rc le  waa formed, i n  which several offic era from the f a  02 
an8 some of the soldiers joined, %esides a gre@t number of Indians from 
all  theae different tribes. I then offered a solemn prayer tothe Great 
Spiri t  to gut us i n  his  keeping, and made a shor t  address to the numerm 
friends who wrxouraded us, recommending us t o  their p i m  r e c o l l e ~ t i o n , ~  

Father De SmEEt gives a t  consi&erable length the detail8 of th is  
remarkable expedition, The route lay directly west from Fort Rice, south 
of the modern line of the Northern Paaifio Railroad, for upward of 350 
miles t o  the place where the Powder river empties into the Ye11.natone. 
I t  w a s  a long anb tedious mrrch, involving a paasage of the Bad Lands 
country; but everybody was i n  good cheer and the physical obstacles 8 ib  


