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This project  was one of extreae danger. He met with ogpositidi: from 
both the  o f f i ce r s  and the  Indian chiefs. The l a t t e r ,  especia l ly ,  t r i e d  t o  diss-  
uade him, t e l l i r g  him t h a t  the hos t i l e s ,  who had sworn t o  take We scillps .of a11 
whites rnho crossed t h e i r  path, 1?0u1d s ac r i f i c e  even hi11 t o  keep t h e i r  sacred 
oath. 

But De Umet to ld  them tha t  a thousand childre11 were praying i n  dt .  Louis 
and other places f o r  h i s  sa fe ty  and t ha t  he thought the protect ion of heaven 
would be granted t o  one for. whom l i t t l e  children prayed, The bravery and the 
f a i t h  of the p r i e s t  made such an impression upon the chiefs  tha t  they asser ted  
t h e i r  in ten t ion  t o  accompany him upon h i s  hazardous mission and t o  protect  him 
from tho h o s t i l e s  i f  necessary-. 'l'he hosBiles had proclaimed war upon any of the 
t r i b e s  who remained fi?kandly with athi: whites, so t h a t  the chiefs  who accompanied 
Father De Slmet were themselves going i n to  danger. 

On the mornirg of June 3, 1868, a strange and impressive scene was enacted 
a t  For t  tiice. Preparations f o r  the expedition i n  search of the canps of -the 
hos t i l e  Indians were completed and  the s t a r t  about t o  be rdade. In a large  c i r -  
ca@ of Indians, among -&horn were a few o f f i c e r s  and white rnen from the f o r t ,  Father 
De &net stood, 'L'he ear ly  r n o ~ n i r ~  sun shone upon h i s  up l i f t ed  face ,  a s ,  with hands 
pressed together i n  the  a t t i t u d e  of prayer, he consigned himself and h i s  escor t  
of Indiana t o  the care of  the Great S p i r i t ,  

De Smet Pas old and ill. % could no longer enuure long days i n  the  saddle. 
Ke rode i x ~  a wagon with Cl~arLes G a l ~ i n ,  and his Sioux wife, md the dr iver ,  Blue 
Thunder, was a l so  a dioux. Charles Galpin was an Indian t rader  and well known t o  
the chiefs  of the hos t i l e  bands. He was t o  a c t  a s  in terpre ter .  H i s  wife was a l so  
well  lrnom among the Sioux and it waw thou&t t h a t  there might a r i s e  a s  an emiss- 
ary. Blue Thunder was chosen t o  drivo the t e rn  because he was a Sioux brave of 
p e a t  coum?ae;e, and s man worthy of the  confidence and f a i t h  of the missionary 
p r i e s t .  

The par ty  progresseu tomrt! the country i n  which the hos t i l e  Indians were 
hiding, After s i x  days1 tedious t r ave l  brought no s ign  of the  h o s t i l e  Indians, %op 

four groups of Indians were e lec ted from arnollg the 80 who mere fo l lowiw,  and 
each group mas det8iled t o  scout the  surrounding t e r  r i t o ry .  They were given a 
present  of tobacoo which was t o  be offered t o  t h s  h o s t i l e s  should they come upon 
them. The route of the main ptlrty tvas agreed upon s o  t h a t  i n  case of rlews the  
scouts could come abcrP togethea again. m i r t e e n  days a f t e r  leaving Fort  Wice one 
of the  scouting a a r t i e s  returned with the news t ha t  they had come upon a large  
carny, of the hos$iles$ t h a t  t h e i r  present  of tobacco had been accept&, which 5 
meant t ha t  the scouts were t o  be permittea t o  t a l k  with the hos t i l e s ,  

The scouts explained t h e i r  missi0n, s a y i q  t ha t  they had brou&ht Black Robe 
xho wished t o  speak with them. The Indians sen t  back word t ha t  Black Robe 
would be welcome i n  t h e i r  camp, t h a t  the chiefs  would l i s t e n  t o  any word t ha t  he 
had t o  say t o  them, but t h a t  he must come alone. The camp of the hos t i l e s  was a 
three days journey from the main body of the expedition. Without hes i t a t ion  Fathe 
e r  I)e Smet accepted the terms of  h i s  inv i ta t ion ,  only sending word that  Bs he was 
old  and ill he would need t o  bring with him Blue Thunder t o  drive h i s  wagoa, and 
h i s  in te rp re te r ,  Galpin. This was agreed t o  by the host i les .  


