
no one could say they had ever t r ea ted  a peace ccanmission with conteni.t, o r  had 
h g~v-nT%G% - -rr̂ --l----l.r.--LII aught -nu wordss I.---I- Our hear t s  welcome you, The S i t t i c B u l l  sen t  

--?-- a x d l y  message ------ t o  Bltkr __ _..---__-_- Ee dmet, bll were now cheerful.  After  a &ort tune the  
d'elegat ion formed a c i r c l e ,  then fo r  Father B Smet, One of them spoke i n  tho name b the Chiefs, who h d Said he, "1 am well  f'ormed by nature, hal f  so ld ie r  

land ha l f  chief. I fe% n w e e t  my enemies i n  the f i e l d ,  i n  the Camp I f ea r  not, 
I and my ccmxades have come t o  see ,  and shake you by the hand, and a r e  happy t o  
meet you, and hear your good words, Thou& they have preceeded you many months, they 
have made our hear t s  f e e l  glad, I hope you w i l l  have the good fortune t o  hear the z 
same, from our people, You s h a l l  have water t o  drink and meat t o  e a t ,  and re tu rn  with 
your hear t  f u l l  of  gladness, Your caning seems l i k e  a dream. We can hardly r ea l i z e  
or understand t h i s  unexpected meeting. This a l l  S. have t o  sayen They a l l  repaired 

~ t a 4 3 w q ~ 1 0 p e v ~  where a feas t  was prepared f o r  .them, After ea t ing  and 

i drinking u n t i l  d x  they sang t h e i r  song of joy. A l l  of jdam t h i s  conjured up s t r q e  
thoughts t o  me i n  the f a r  o f f  laiius of the Daootates. Hardly had t h e i r  voices died 

$, away ere  the howling o f  the violf, and hootirlg of the owl, was ~mf'ted t o  my ears. !C 

i strange rnedly, the o11ly sound breaking th.3 s t i l l n e s s  of the tom&. Father De 3met pro- 
cured a f i ne  specinlen of the Sage here, 

Wednesday, 17th 

Broke Camp a t  4,- o'clock, pushed up t o  the heights t ha t  divide waters of 
the  Yellowstone from those of the L i t t l e  hfissouri de Gross Ventre, About t en  miles 
from l a s t  Uamp, from t h i s  height, we 
ina t ion  could pic ture ,  Away i n  f r on t ,  ng 
~-~e" "seen t o  aliimate the aspect of the drear waste; l i k e  the bed of 
some M s t  lake, o r  sea ,  i t  l ay  beforc us, $it3 struck the >=@.,$at i t s  very 

_/---- -- -- " d 
source, a very a ~ p r a p r i a t e  name, from the  quan t i t i e s  of the timber on it, %!h- - 
a ~ ~ v e - e g  '(;~Lt.k.m~d.i~: @ m , , ~ i n e ,  here and there. ATter a hard struggle amorg the 
h i l l s  vJe reached the River botto~n, which was covered with cactus; l i t t l e  other veget- 
a t i on  could be found, We coutinued our journey u n t i l  one o'clock; first one s ide  
of the bottom, then the other,  Timber becomes more abundant, and of be t t e r  growth, 
Made twenty f ive  miles,  O u r  v i s i t o r s  Prorn the Camp a r e  r a t h - r  wild, and hardly know 
what t o  lnake of our v i s i t ,  

# Thursday, 18th 

A t  an ear ly  hour we wero off  agthh, following the cottonwood u n t i l  t en  o'clock, 
then talking a due west course toward the Ye1lowsl;one. Crossed several  strzams, t r i b -  
u t a r i e s . o f  the Patton \food River, (%!his s t rean  is  llmd t o  locate  011 maps. On an 
ea r l y  one of the co l l ec t ion  raentioned thors  i s  a r i v e r  shovm with a name t h a t  has 
the two leaixing l e t t e r s  defaced, It is e i t h e r  +tPatton 7Yiood" o r  fqCotton 'dood," and 
since i t  bears the l o c a l i t y  passed bythe t r ave l l e r s ,  the ed i t o r  is iilclined t o  
iden t i fy  i t  with thc  former,) After twenty f ive  miles t r ave l l i ng  with l i t t l e  o r  no 
water we were g r a t i f i ed  t o  f ind ourselves i n  Sage Creek where therhe Tias an abundance L-" 

02 grass,  (Yace Croek ea s i l y  iden t i f i ed , )  iit 3 P.T.;. we camped on the above men- 
tiolied Creek, which is about f i ve  miles from tiit; Yelloi!rstotle --river. hle arc a11 
cheerful ,  and hope t o  reach tlie erid of our long journey b 10 tomorrow morning, 
Several  of the  rlevreonlers h&ve cone on diead t o  ani~ounne our  coming. 


