
which appeared t o  be about $our miles from canp. ile reached i ts  Base a t  10,- 
o'clock, having t rave l l ed  a t  l e a s t  twelve miles. It beirg the warmest day of 
the "deason, anyhow the wannest s ince we l e f t  itice,* we cane t o  a h a l t ,  al ' ter C/ 
three hours r e s t  we vmre up and away again. Iy i s i l s t  passing the  Bute I hurr iedly  
cut  my name i n  .the rock, which pdhaps ,  may serve a s  a lur~duark t o  the t r a v e l l e r  
over the vas t  ocean of Pra i r i e .  A t  the base mas every iudicai ion of i ron,  i t  
seemed t o  be composed of soj:t sandstone. I should judge t h e i r  is3titude t o  be 
about 4,500 f e e t  above the l e f e l  of the Ocean. :lie fourid very l i t t l e  timber, noth- 
ing but the  while cherry and June berry-bus&. Yhe s o i l  is  l i g h t  and sandy, almost 
devoid of vegetation. AS we proceeded on our way the white tops of the autes  of 
the same name gradually bccanle more ana more d i s t i n c t ,  resenzblirg d r i f t s  OL snow. 
After a journey of s ix teen miles,  vre camped about e ight  T~om the Butes, on an 
open P r a i r i e  without a t r e e  o r  bush t o  be seen. mte lope  s t i l l  hold out ,  daily. 
Since we s t a r t ed  Tie have had eighc o r  ten. Yhe Indians used buff k?#x@ Chips i n  
the place of t7ood f o r  t h e i r  f i r e s .  i& i l s t  cooking t h e i r  meal they paused time 
r e l a t i n g  ominous adveutures, E.iosquitoes have made t h e i r  appearance i'oz the first 
time. Another iizcideut occured to, but of more supers t i t ious  charactd- than the  
one of yesterday. One young man came t o  the  t en t  muoh alarmed. He sa id  a drop 
of blood f e l l  from the heavens upon h i s  hand. Father 13e Smet e q l a i n e d  t o  bird the 
cause, at which he went away sa t i s f i ed .  as he looked upon i t  a s  a bad onen be- 
fo re  he krlevr i t  mas a liiosquito b i t e .  oorr~e appearance of more rain.  

S ix  o t  clock sa!i us on our way acain,  i n  a dense fog. The 'i'i-$0 Bears sa id  
he mas the only man i n  the  par ty ,  i f  not i n  'the world, who could t r ave l  by night ,  
o r  i n  a Fog, and requested t ha t  he should lead the party. If he f a i l ed ,  he viould 
give up h i s  dinner, but on the contrary, he should expect a pot of coffee and a s  
many hard-tack a s  the par ty  rarould well dispose of: do on vfe went, through the mud, 
several  miles. I: s1ig:lt breeze cleared the mist away, and unfolded t o  our view 
the  m i t o  3utes on the l e f t ,  and a beau t i fu l  l a r e  bet~deen. i*iihite Butes i s  
not Sound by name, though there are  vely m a y  but tes  noted i n  t h i s  local i ty . )  
As vie advanced I saw tha t  TiV lake was corflposed of: Sanc, which i n  the distance may 
be taken f o r  w ~ t e r .  then tho fog had cleared enough v?e tveiSe g r a t i f i e d  t o  f ind the 
'i'wo Uears had been a s  good as h i s  mord, anu brought t o  the very desired point. 
Ye could sea i n  the  distance,  bodies of timber on the burning Liver. (** liot ----"/-- 
i d en t i f i ed  on maps. It i s  possible t h i s  has Bried up.) It takes i ts  nmie from 
constant burnings of the l i g n i t e  beds. !he Indians say it was burning t h i r t y  
years ago, jus t  as now. some of the branches of the 2iver bed head on the west 
s ide  of Yihite Butes, where but l i t t l e  wood i s  t o  be found, and water only i n  niid- 
summer. The main bed is some s i x t y  f ee t  wide, a i d  composed of* coarser sand, very 
unlike any vJe have passeci. The surrounding h i l l s  f o r  miles resemble dilapidated 
brick ki lns .  Vegetation of the worst order. %?he country presents a desolate 
appearance. Pe t r i f i ed  wood found i n  g rea t  quant i t ies ,  here and there  are  senn 
burnt cinders,  and great  quan t i t i e s  of lava  scctteerci i n  a l l  directions. The 
Busnine diver  empties in to  the Elissouri de iiross , Ventre. (***The ~ i t t l e  Liissouri) 
lit noon vie came t o  a h a l t ,  a f t e r  covering about trmntg two miles due wst. Yhe 
weather being vtarm, me t ravel led  f a r t he r  than we a n t i c i p ~ ~ t e c  a t  the s t a r t .  Our 
Camp t h i s  time i s  on Box dlder  Creek, which a l so  leads t o  tnc Yhite dutos, tlxd 
empties i n to  the bIissouri de ikoss Ventre. (**** Bsx To be found on ea r ly  maps 
mentioned.) Our hunting par ty  a s  lucky a s  usual, severa l  niore dntelope were brough* 
in. a f i ne  jumped out the bushes near us; but niade h i s  excape. T%e 'uhite 
Ghost one of the par ty ,  who by the way has been one of the p a ~ w  promine& ones 
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