Dr. Co e Griffith
La Parte, Texas

Dear Dr. eriffith:

Thrnks for your - ind letter of August 7. 1 am very hapuy
that you enjoysd readine my 1life of Sitting Bulle I vut s ¢rsat desl af tiue
and money into that jeb.

You ask several questionse I will try to answer them.
First: Did Sitting Bull =ttend West '0int? There 2ve severzl legends like
this whish attempt to asccount for Sitting Bull's suceess in defeatins Gemersl
Custer by olaiming for hin on eduo=tion in some white man's sshool. One
legend is that he went to West Point, another to the Univer:sity of Mlssouri,
°nd the third to0 5t. Omer in rFrance. 1 kove thorovshly investigated these
stories and you may rest nscured that there 1s nothing in then, It is
unnecessary to explain Sitting Bull's vietories by sany such story. 7The fret is
thot the Sloux warrior was more than 2 maten for the while soldler, man %o man,
and eonsistently defented the whites whenever they met voon ecuzl terms. The
Indi=n xnew his countrv, was sn exeellent horsemsa and nade = living shooting
from the esaddle. The soldier was fiohting st a great disadvantage in sirsnze
country, and, as = rule, as (eneral oherldan has vorne witness, "could hii
nothins from the zaddle.” The weskness of the Indisn w==rrior lav, of course,
in his inability to orgsnize 2and l=2¢k of disolpline and in & failure to foilow
up = vietorye It wes vrecisely tnet heervse the Indlism dic not Pizht accord ng
to the art of wer ss taught at Jest Point, that he was sble to defeat the
“est “ointers.

second: Was he a MssonY I sm oot £ Hason bubt meny of those
who h-ve investigated Indisn life have been. 1 40 uot believe that any of tae
standard suthorities on :merie=p Nthnology believe thot sny .mericsn Indians
were issons. lasonry, I understz=ad, vegsn with Solomon's Yemple, snd its
symbolism hns $0 de with bullding. 7Tha Indisn religsion ie for older thon the
srt of architecture, and therefore could not afford identical symbolis or
passwords. ¢here were, of course, Indi»n segren societies, ond I znow thant
Sitting Bull belonged to some of these, but so far as L can learn, they imd
nothing %o do with Massonry. Of courde =11 the systens of sociely use the
ssme symbols, sueh 58 the eross, the swastika, the circle; and so on. But they
gener~lly mean qrite @different things. My father was » aight Pemnlar and a
Thirty-seeonl legree Msson, =and = grest stuvdent of Indi-n life. He ¢id not find
any evidense that ony Indisns in their notursl state, had sny xnovledze of
lzsonry.

"



