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Richmond, Indianu 

o f  c o u n t r y ,  
" I n  the s p r i n g  o f  1816, thousands of t h e m  Indiana left 

their reservations and xaet at a p o i n t ,  then unknown t o  the 
m i l i t a r y ,  which was ordered out t o  ye t  the Indians t o  r e t u r n  
to t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  About two thouaand troopo were under 
Gen, Terry and a l i k e  number under  Gcn, Crook,  1 commanded 
Corflpany B.  f i r s t  Infantry and i n  the s p r i n g  t h i s  company was 
sent f r o m  F o r t  Sully, S. D. t o  Y o r t  Rice,  3. D . ,  from the 
l a t t e r  p o s t  Gene S u a t e r  and two corappitniea of the -7th ID. 5 .  
Cavalry reported to Gen. Terry on the Yellotvotone river. There 
were five o f  u s  o f f i c e r e  then a t  F o r t  Rice ,  we each p u t  up a 
d o l l a r  o r  two as a prize for the  best pony i n  a race held on 
the Fourth of Julys There were h&lf dozen e n t r i e s  and one 
Ind i an  was made happy by w i n n i n g  the  race.  

bLThe next day, t h ree  s t r ange  I n d i a n s  came t o  the p o s t  
and I was t he  first o f f i c e r  they saw. They told me that there 
had been a f i g h t  and t h a t  the I n d i a n 8  had l t i l l o d  C u s t e r  and 
all the  soldiers. One of them had a bow and half dozen arrows 
that he had c u t  o u t  o f  the d e a d  bodies of  soldiers, I bought 
t he  bow and a r r o w s  and they a r e  now i n  the muaeun a t  West 
P o i n t ,  N ,  Y. w i t h  my  o ther  I n d i a n  relies. I took  these three 
Indians t o  the cornmanding officer, g o t  a n  i n t e r p e r t e d ,  and t h e  
I n d i a n s  repeated t h e i r  story, and added t h a t  the Indians were 

3 g o i n g  t o  kill all white people  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  The military and 
a few wood cliopgers were all the white people  then there .  

"Being the P o s t  A d j u t a n t ,  I wrote a telegram to the A d j .  
Gen., Department  o f  Dakota, S t .  Paul, Minn., which the commanding 
officer signed and s e n t  by a mounted cour i e r  t o  Bismark, 1J.D. 
and telegraphed fro13 there. This gave the f i rs t  news of  the 
Custer fight. The next day Capt. Grant KiLrah a r r i ved  a t  P o r t  
L i n c o l n ,  o p p o s i t e  Biamark, or1 the steamer Far Tieot of  the 
C o u l s o n  Line,  from a p o i n t  on t h e  Yellowstone river, with  wounded 


