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Vichigen, N.Dek.

October 25,1939
Stenley Vestal
Normen,Oklahoma
Dear Sir: A

As this is our 50th Znniversary of ststehood some of the pspers
heve put out special jubilee editions. * certsin young 'men who writes
historical material with much resesrch but little understanding of the
subject put out seversl of the editions. In & festure article headed
by a large picture of Sitting Bull he mekes the following statement:
"Sitting Bull,a Sioux,is the best known of the early Indisns of
the state. A bandlt who waylald meil car iers end government agents
in his early carmer,he became an influential lesder,although lgnl
ranxlngzasxmedlelne "MANeea. el o _ﬁ*//,»—-m—gézéi
R _v___/ﬁ../ "

To this wes 1ater added a few insuations in regerd to his carrying
the flag at the Bismerck celebration. Now,ss a friend snd student of the
Indian past and present,l resent this old type of false propagsnda. I
have challenged the velidity of the statement and now they reply that it
is on the suthroity of o0ld militsry records from rort Totten. I recall
similser stotements eminating from this source s well as the 0ld woman's
kitchen stories of him & hsglf-breed and once attending parochiasl school
in VWinnipeg. iie are out for blood in this battle. It is & question of
whether or not people can mske libelous stetemnets sbout deasd Indisns
and get awsy with it.

Now I em not ssking you to become involved in this dispute unless
of your own free will you cared to voice an opinion. But,in your work
on Sitting Bull,did you in any wey come across evideace that would h:ld
water in regard to Sitting Bull lesding attscks on government men in
the territory betwerh Ft.3e:tholg snd Ft.Totten? Dont' think that I am
without influence in North Dakota and that the newspeper in psrticular
has the adventage but here is sn opportunity to slsp down & nauseous
ghost tale,that mlght bring s new focus of attention on your book
Sitting 5u11.

I sm going too vresent the mstter to the Indians to get afridavits
and alivis for the specific ocassions if 1 can get the exsct dstes of
the verious chﬁrges... :




