I heve in my fideld notes a [full account of this,with the names of the chiefs-
as given to me by Red Fish,whose ancestry is given by Mrs.yclaughlin for
seven cenerations back,sn nonorable sncestry,(tut I nave not thie ancestry)
This account as given me by Red fish ic,likely,the only account of the
metter in existence.

2. These "estern Sioux fully reslized that zaining victories in battles was
not sufficient guaraptv or f[uture safety"houwh they were tre imperhl

netion of the Fo*thxeqt end so regerded by all,includ ipg the Omshas .and even

L'y thne ~hippeveye ae recards the pleins country, vet there was a_iﬁrfillc

obsecsion of. ieer regerding the oncoming svslanche of whites.

snd.like a8ll other peoples in such  crucisl canger with impending disaster

(re see this even in the British when in ¥ay,1918,the Germans came 7ithin

ss ece of winning),treir emotions, passione and hopes were tensely looking

- for some sort of aivine help and aid; some sort of more-than-human zuid-

ence, Fven the best lesders in wars(which were,in some ways guite continu-

cus) vwere locking for the same. Such actusl physicel,end psyghlc,condi-

tione vould most certsinly,with such peoples as Incdians (Noi uncomronly
“vith any other peopleg) cive rise to a sort of prophet (See the arising
tof wanabi in India, just in out own time).

Z.7Trese lestern Sioux slreacy had (from long time hack),a sort of "Ruling
Cless, few in number; one n?lf meles 2nd the other females.This ¥lass
constituted a sort of Court,¥# slsc,the male half attending to certain kinds
.of ceges, the female half attending tc other kinds of cases (Thouzgh if a
jman was tried for rape---tre only act that was always and under all cir-
icurstances g crime(I rean rape by force)---e ach “ourt in a separate trial
moct convict,to meke a valid conviction. And vwhile a man did occasionally
hecome & menber of this Ruling Class(a sort of Class behind the screne,and
not visitble to those studying Indiesns,zenerally) by resson of his great
schievements in battles,yet i1t was settled common creed that the best ones
were trose who ,in some way,were recognized as fitten for thie ¥ales in
iChildhood; or,000451ond11y,1n mere 1nfancy--- by certein manifestations
in tre child or infent,rather than by external "portents (Sse our 3ibie in
“this meatter). Yow vith this beckground basis,plus the times ( If one can
thrillingly sense the times as I have sensed them hearing Indiens taTk)
1t wae not cifficult for SR to arise to prominence,ss he 4did srise. We mav
say that if there had teen-se no person SB,then the backsround 2 the times
vwould have given rise to some other such person---thouch it is difficult to
‘actually concluce that any other could have filled the bill as ©B did.

This may eid you in zetting into the mood of dieolayinq the way in which
SB's rether unsoufst,on his pert, influence skii® Bs took ho‘d of the very
heart-strings of hisApgople and adjacent peoples ,took ite rise =

Sincerely Oy J3esla

A. VcJ.R ede




