Dec: mber 28, 1928.

‘ Lim E{‘:G. Beed&, ESQG’
Fort Yates, N.D.

Dear'Mr. Beesde:

I was just leaving town for a few days, when I got your marvellous
letter, 1 took tims-out to tell you how wvastly it has helped me, and how much 1 -
trank you for it. Surely no one has the insight into indlan charzcter «nd into
5itting Bull's own life which you possess. I need not tell you, too, how much
1 value your confidence in my udtimate success in this booki 4t least my sincerity
znd willingness to take pains ere in my favor. 4nd with you to hLelp me, I feel
more hopeful than ever baforse. N

Your letter sugrests & few queries, which 1 would like to add to
those sent you yesterday. '

1 note that in your preface to SITVING LULL & CUSTEH, you say
3B fourd that whiskey interfered with his occult powers, and would not use it.
(ne bull s2lso told me ithat 5B slways advised his young men nevexr to touch it.
4nd Father Genin tells how in 1867 Sb threatened with death any #ho s0ld it
in his camps. Did you ever heur any story which showed how SB came to have this
aversion to ligquor? any personal experience? Juch stories do much to &ninmate
a blography, and explain in terms of experience the mind of the man. :

I note that you say SB bhad a strong sense ol humor on oc asion.
Une bull said the same, but- the only "joke” he could reeuall was that 5B was fond
of suddenly tossing a ball to some person unexpsctedly, in order to test his
quick-wittedness. » few jokes would go far to enliven ry story and convince
readers of the man's sense of humor. as you know, a lot of folis suppose the
indian has none. )

You speak of his soliloquies during his sacred rites. 1 wonder T
if i ean learn what he sald at such iimes. hen he sasiin vision, do you think :
it was a trahce state, or clairvoysnce? FKow was the med#éinecs bowl used?

He used the sacred stone on occesion to find things «r meke prophecies. 1 was
tcld tha$ the indian using the sitone endowed it with certsin powers of mind., 1
am not elear whether this means thet he bellieved it to have them, or thought them
into the stone., '

Jhat you tell me of his name being used in war is extremely inter-
esting; no wonder he was famous. Of course I am very anxious to get all the detail S
possicle on his carser as warrior, about which all the white men are :o skeptical.
They seem t0 imagine that the Sioux hed no wars except those with the troupsi!
Eut especially I am happy to have your interpretation of these customs. *

Evidently, B was an intellectual of the first water. His theory
of the eventual domination of the Indians here is such & piece of logic and insight
as one seldom encounters in a book nowadays. Such intellect combined with such
courage, sirenyth, snd control maske & rare combination., lc wnnder all men were

impressed by him. .




