May 17, 1930.

€ j ,%~ ~ ? ¥
Lieut-bolonel Joscph M. T. Partelmqs, ij Xéi»* ‘ -/

San Franciaco, California. I/i’ovx KuxL/ﬁfi/{ ]
Dear Sir: QDKJ cg4«4ﬂ ( %ﬁ:} Cj‘

Culonel Charles Francis Bates informs me that you were present
at the Poplar Creck fight when Gall and his hostiles surrendered. 4is it
happens, I am writing a Life of Sitting Dull, and wish to request your
asuistance. Colonel Lates thought you might be willing to aild me.

I shall be wery grateful for any informastior regarding;, that fight
and any other fights with the Sioux in these days. Also your impressions
of Call and his lieutenants would help me, for of course I must show
3itting tull among his "generals®”, If you ever caw Sitting Lull bimself,
1 shall be glad to have your impression of the men, of his words, and
anything he did. 4 greet many myths have bocen created nround him, and
only those who hed contact can set me right.

. Have you ev:r rezd scout Allison's little book, The Surrender of
Sitting Bull? I should ho glad %o have your cormenta on that., His story
varies considerably from that of the annual report of the “ecretary of
War. R seems that Scout Allison, the Koral Morthwest Mounted Police,
some Canadian .raders, and the .ar Nepartment are all under the impreasion
that they alone procured the surrender of Sitting 1ull! I should greatly
value your own statements as to this, ’

“hat is your opinion of the Sioux Indien as a strategist? Do
you thinic he lesrned anything or adopted anything fror. us after fighting
with gor troops? There seens to be some diversity of opinion as to the
relative merits of Call and Crazy Horse as military leaders. vhat is
your opinion?®

I may say that I am not a journelist looking for copy, tut a
serious Listorian. Perheps ¥ should add that, although since childhood
I have gone by the name Campbell {my step-father's), I prefer to publish
under the name of my own father, Vestal. ' ‘

I shall be glad to give you credit for uny information you cen
rive me.

Sincerely yours,

Ve S. CAMPLE.L
{Formerly Coptein, 335th FeA.,A.E.F.)



