August 14, 1929,

4 Llieut-Colonel. Joseph ¥,T.Partello,
Sen Francisco, California.

Dear Sirm

Colonel Charles Francis Bates informs me that you were present
at the Poplar Creek fight when Gall and his hostiles surrendered., As it
happens, I am writing & Life of Sitting Bull, and wish to request your
agsaistance, Colonel Bates thought you micht be willing to aid me,

I shell be very grateful for eny information recardiny tbhet
fight and any other fichts with the Sioux in those days. Also your
irpressions of Gall and his lisutemants would help me, for of course I
must show Sitting Bull emong his "generals". If you ever saw Sitting
Bull himself, I shall be glad to heve yourifmpression of the men, of his
words, and anything he did. 4 greait many myths have been created around
him, and only those who had contact can set me right,

Have you ever reed scout Allison's little book, THE SURREMDER CF
STITING BULL? I should be glad to have your comments on thet., His story
varies considerably from thet of the annual repcrt of the Socretary of
War., It seems that Scout Allison, the Royal Northweat Mounted Police,
soms, Cansdian Traders, and the War Department are all undsr the inpression
that they alone procured the surrender of Sitting Bulll! I should greatly
valus your ovn statements as to this.

4 What is your opinion of the Sioux Indian as a atmategist? Do
you think he learned anything or adopted anything from ua after fighting
with our troops? There ssems to be some diversity of opinion s3 tc the
rclative merits of Call and Crezy Horse aa militery leaders. What is your
opinion?

I may say that I ax not a journalist looking for copny, but a
serious historian. Biéxheps I should add that, although since childhood
I have gone by the name Carpbell({my step-father's), I prefer to publish
under the name of my own father, Vesatsal.

I shall be glad td give you credit for any information you can
give ma,

Sincerely yours,

Ve O o CAMPBELL
: (Fomerly Captain, 53&)th F.A.’ A.E-Fb)
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