The University of Oklahoma
Norman, Oklaboma

June 26, 1931. {
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#r, Ferriag Greenslet,
Houghton Mifflin Company,
Boaston, Mer=. !

Dear ¥r. Greenslet:

Finiaghing SILTIeU BULL proved a longer job than 1 had
expected, Lut now the manuseript is in vour hands. I venture %o say that
no blography ¢n such 2 fampus figure has appeared in receut yeurs whndch
contuing 50 rauch frosh matter, or shoots SO Loy Bokles I Lhue Logonds
It shouli have n wide appeal, on the name alone, judaing by Voe dunder
of publizhers who hove asiked me for the 200K. .8 you may rodaii, Plains
Indians have bLeen my kaenest intereat for more ihun %hiriy years, and 1
mave topped this off with three years of the hardest concentraiicn, labor,
and sxpenss.

Kost writers of an Indian book think ithay have rung the
bell when they find a single 0ld Indian to teil tnem a uosen siories. iLey
eall that history. Hy informants nwiber close upon a nundred, of haifl a
dozen tribes, not to mention white men and the records. 1 have motored some ng
20,000 miles through the Gtetes and Canada to gather this dasa, hirvedgnter- 77
preters st 34.00 a day, 2and mails substantial presenis 0 the old men Aho
belped me. Hut 1 got the sturf. rorkmen end George Bird Grinnell are ihe
only men who wrote of Iadians, whose thoroushness may be comparsd wili mine.
CFf Sii.ing Eull's two 1iving nepbews, one, Lhiet ahite suli, fought in fifteen
battles shoulder to shoulder with his famous uncie; ne has given me ali he
knows. Tre other, Chief Cne Bull, is on the dreeuy siae; he has iold me all
sbout the religious and mysticel i1ife of his uncle. 3ivery boox on Indians
eclaima to throw °resh light upon the Custer fight. Ly ook does 0. 1S
throws light upon 2z good meny things, inciuding the authur of your book
MY FRIFG 1508 IKNGIL2, whith, incidentslly, 3% cslis much sivenlion to. Iils
private papers dealing with Litiing bull's last yeurs are proujnt forsard
for the first time in my story.

411 this resesrch cost & pile of money, anG I have haed to
scrape w0 p&y the bLili, even assighing my royaliies on vooxs alresdy oute
1 have no work until the opening of the University of Uxlalkome in September, and
iur the unew Governor sheve is death on ssbbaiicus ieuves, sbu uno sabbaticel
pay will be forthcoming this swmner. The Guggenheinm siipend will not suffice.
Therefore i am compelled 0 sgk you 0 Ledp we with ad BdvaaCu X 000
t0 be deducted rrom the money received from serializing SiilING BULL, or from
the book sules. 4his is inperaiive. [ heve no ciner recourse. L count upon
you not to iel me down.

rleuse cable the mopey to me here.
Yours fsithfully,
Peunsion Ste. Valerie WaS . CaiPBsi L

Rue de 1'Oratoire
Juan~-les-Pins, France.



