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In replv to veurs of 1%th, as vou surrise vours of vec,
Z4th, must have gone astray.
: Zitting ulls knowlsdge of Tnerlish was verv limited,and
witout education of the white man,and very little in civilization,until
af'ter his surrender in the Fgll of 19R1, he was an Indian,by birth,stan-
dards, ethics,and Fad no use feor the white man.
- He must have dancoed,and gone throush the tortures of the
‘un Dancz,as no Irdian of anv cstarding among his people ,after coming ‘
fully of are, btut must show on his bedy the scars of that ordeal,it wes
their "graduating exercice, otherwisc they were ro retter than sauaws. |
I witnessed the annual “undance for fifteen vears, from -
1874 deown, among the Plsirs Indians,including the “iocuxs and Chevernss, .
ard Fad enrolled at PFirne Tidge one thousand of tke Northern Chevennes
c¢f Chief Zull HKnifes, and Little Chiefs tands, anid never saw a cass of
sacrifice of the {ingers,in fact undor their relisgion,mutilation to the

‘extent of loosing any part of their body barred them from entry into the

khappy Hunting Urounds on tholr death.

There were very old traditions that in the ancient davs
trere were offered up human sacrifices,if so the same was probably not
voluntary,tut some prisoner. -

I suppressed the “un Dance in 1£e2,on the rrounds that
while it was a ritualistic religious ceremonv,the continuance of the same
was retarding treir civilization,and was not compatible with their life
in the future, ‘
The pregressive Indians under the hereditarv chieR,"lan
of "hose Horses thev were Afrald," tacked me, Red Cloud the reactionary
“ar Chief,opposed, and it was rip and tuck fer several davs, the nearest
troops were located at Ft.Rebinson sixty three miles awav,and were undar
warching crders, but I declined there assistance,and bhacked bhv. rv fifty
mounted Indian Pelice, worn out by arresting Red Cloud and depeorine him
KHead gheif,

In this commection T would invite atterntion to the fact,
that tefers the coming of the "lide ¥an the Indians of the Plairs hgd i
a well orgarizod and maintaired Civil-"ilitarv svstem of soverrment.

“hey rad their Hereditary Chiefs, bluBlooded, in hereditv
running back for senerations,and of such "Voung ¥an of whose horees thev
are afraid" i,e,ths ersmy, he was known for short as "‘an Afraid”.

The we had the Head Yar Chief, often of plebtian origsen.
and such was Red Clodd the sreat war chiaf,

In times of peace the hercditary chief held abeolute swav,

If however a war or a mutiny spruns up, tre bereditary
chief ir roreral council, declare mattial law,and turn the control ovsr
te the council,and the councilwould select Trom among the war chiocfs some
cne of them te take charge of affairs ags nead Var Chief,and and the mil-
itary or scldicer bands were called irto saervice.andl trouble wag on.

“hen later on peace was declarod,the "ar Chief stepped
aside,ard by act of CUouncil the Hereditary Chiéf resumed charree,

ted Cloud was a plebian,had rissn from the massee btv ris
superior firbting ability,rose from the pesition of des soldier,to head
soldier,to sub war chief, and firally at one of tre wars with the @rows
brecame tead War Chisf, '

He was a wonderful war leader,was ambitious,ard when peace
was declsrced,he held over as military dictator,

“larn Afraid whe was a man of peace,to aveid interrecire
strife,acquiesced, btut came to the crucial test,as a rule cortroled in
council.



