Dear Aydelotte:

September S0, 1921,

X wish to ask for 7@@6“00', and, l,t w projest interests you,
‘Jour help. - ~

My dlogrephy of ,thttns Bull 4s now complete, after three years
of hard alogging. I first spent almost. an agademis year on the printed sources.
Then I spent & swme? in Dakota talking wish old-timers, and espseially old .
Indtansz, The following winter I consulfed some 3000 sorrespondents, and had a
stenographer busy meking transsripts end notes. I also sent reliable Indiens
(men who had worked for the experts of the Bureau of Ethnology) out to Xiwwxmy
seout for likely Aines of invastigation, One of these men, a fommer friend of
Sitting Bull, come and spent six weeks with me in Oklahoma, and went over all
the metter I had gothered, dictating his ¢omments to the stisnogrspher. The
following summer I visited the Dakotas and Montans on my way to Cenada, talked
with other old man for weeks on end, and opensd linas of investigation which I

" then hed no time to explore. This among all the tribee in the States which

hed had contast with Sitting Bull. I bad to pinch myself at times to belleve
in my emazing luck, whieh no one nas ever had iz eqnal measure smong the Siouxe
if indeed among the men of any tribe whatever. after thikty years of work with
Plains Indiens, I hsd never enscuntered any luck remotely somparable,

~ My work in Camada included telk with the oid men of all the trides
there with which Sitting Bull had contagt~ Assiniboin, Canedian Sioux, Baultesux,
Cree, and Red River Breeds, besides woik in the provincial erchives of Sasakatche-
wan, Manitoba, and the Dominion sxohives and records of the Royal North West
Mounted Polios at Ottawa. I also comhed the files of the Bureau of Ethunology, the
War Department, Ssate Department, and I,&brnry of Congrees in Yeshington. D, 8.

As a yesuls, I think I mqv tairly alaix to have a sounder end more
ooa\prahouivo gouxpx knowledge of the Sfoux and their history than eanyone living.

- Bery 1ittlo has been Gone on this people, and the most of what has been printed

is, %o put 1% mildly, misleading.
For the firat time in 1oty yoars, the old men have tnlkod. And

,rormzaitsmmymbemummmwwn. They will not live long

enough, most of them, 0 allow another man t0 gain their confidence, Alrealy
two of my best infarmants- Gray Whirlwind and Red Tomahawk- have az-a since I
last saw them, and One Bull's memozy is failing. I am the only man who can -
gather that harvess, and I wish to take adnntam of m: opportunity, which can
never ocome again,

ALl that is recuired is a few dollars to finmee researih. Interpre-
torn«good onea-~ draw fowr dollars a day, Informants expect pressénts and expen~
ses, though I pever pay outright for information, There are long dlastances to
oover {(last yoar I drove 8000 miles), and as haste is essentinl, 1 must have

- compensation which will mblo me %0 obtain leafe~ which, under our Governor,

is inevitably without pay. I figure shat $2000,00 wluld enable me to do the

| _ Job. It 1is & job well worth doing and one that no one else nn do. nomnm. it
48 ons that umt wait. . ,




