THE OXiM THAT LAUGHED
By Sitting Bull

as told to Cne Bull

Some time =fter myA return from Fort Randal vhere my people and I were
held prisoners, to Standing Rock Reservotion I moved to the Gramd River
Country to the place where I was born. The Indizn .gent, James MeLaughling
wishing that my entire mode of living be ch:nged gave me several minor
implements to start farming. 3inece I left Canaca, I was left afoot -
praetieally, thouzh, wshen I returned to my people at Standing Rock Reserva-
tion, they kindly helped me cut with what I needed, ponles, household
goods, clothing and other nececssities of life, Like the rest of the nctives,
one thing I received as my share of snnuities issued was a yoke of oxen.

I already received 2 brond new Iumber wagon -~ 2 Voline snd o set of work
harness. 1 sterted to learn to drive thls ox teanm for I had %o haul my

wood end water some distance from my new home, I rot 2long very nicely

only one thing I could not controll them then d&riving near water on a hot daye
‘me hot sumer day, I took my twe wives out inte the weoods to get wood |
for fuel snd %o nick wild frait, I drive the ox tezm: hitched td my ney
wepon and ss they were travellins ol-ng so nicely, I 4id not 4ry to hurry
thene 1 Just let them take their own woy of roving al'nge fter securing
a good lond of dry wood snd g pall-ful of berried we started back for home.
e took a different route for hame for o chonge.
vhen we were sbout half way, I noticed that the oxen were getiing very
thirstye I decided that we stop =2t the first woter-hole on the way to

-

quench their thirst. ™o gooner hnd I $his ~ond intention they secmed to be
aware of it and sterted on o dead run. Uithout coronds of ony sort they
switched off the road, very quickly forgetting sobsolutely of the load
entursted them 2nd n de 2 bee~line for = pond that was near by. I was help-

less =~ they took no head to my camends to hzld -- my wives ané myself



