S3ITTL G BULL Imiﬂ‘ORES 4 GROV WQMAN CAPTIVE
By Bear Soldier

In the yesr 1873 ~ about five yesrs sfter Sitting Bull was declared
chief, the Hunkpapos were inhsbiting the region round the Slim Buttes in
South Dakotae

The Crows =nd the Sioux were still atb éar against each other, The perty
of Aunkpaspas had returned with s Crow  oman as eaptive with them, The
warriors told the chief that the woman was ecaptured =nd brought home, subjeet
to Lis diseretion == (thinking the 0ld chief would retain her an a wife)
Sittine Bull eccented the offer. He requested his sisters to receive the
Crow womaa in their tipi. Then they brought to their lodge, the sisters
took out valuecble clothing, beads buckskln dresses, blankets legéings,
miccasing and other articles of e¢lothing and dressed up the captive woman,

Wwihile tiais was in progress, Sitting Bull brought & fine saddle horse
all eguipped for service. He ealled the warriors who hzd brought the woman,
together with the headmen of the camp and as soon as they assemdled he made
the follwwing speech: ™My friends nd Relatives, you have favored me with
a very fine looking wonman, I thank you for this. 3he hos Lecome a member
of our famlly, I have slready two wives wiio are sisters. It would be a
folly tc'try end add another woman in our lodge. She 1s a stronger brought
hers sgeinst her wille Ny sisters h:ve done their p rt by their walucble
gifts to here 1 am going to obey my conscience by sending her back to her
home snd people under =n escort. 1 do not wish %o hold her zs a prisoner.®

He . laced the woman on the khorse he had brought ané twoe of the most
trustvorthy warriors were detailed to escort the captive woman towsrd the

lend of the Crows,



