SITTING BULL*S XKINDMESS TO BIRDS
. By Two Bulls

sitting Bull was ot ome time invited out to a feast with a mmber of
old men. The feast was to be given in the eamp hence they wallked over and
as they went slong they sang songe in honor of the giver of the feast and
betwesn singing they would erack jokes at ezch other showing that they were
in the beat of mood.

Suddenly sSitting Bull slipped away sand was busily engaged in trying to
cateh o 1i$tle bird. It was 2 wounded young meadow=lark limping round, 4t
last he cusseeded catehing the little suffering creature z=nd was holding
it in his hind.

The rest of Ythe 0ld men stopped and waited for the chiel and Graycaglg,
brother-in-law of Sitting Bull, jokingly remarked "ihat is he doing again.
He is gotting to be childish = chasing & mouse or a bird." The rest of
the men, likeuise, mcde similar Jokes. They ealled the old chief to stop
his childish pranks, as they were unxious (o go on and perhaps they were
waiting for them. But tke chief did not listen to their jokos. e called
them over where ¢ was and olding out the little wounded meadow~-lark before
their eyes s3aid, ™Yy dear Comreds, the mesdowelsark branch of the Bird Tribe
wss intended @ friemd to us Dekotas. :lLat do these birds mean when they say
plainly "Ecana mmiyetu ktelo, "== "Twill soon be winter." "Ptehincala pi
napine” "Calves liver is nutritious.” Tiokeilz tehennon¥e." "Boy, you
sleapt too long.”™ "Zicizapisni po.™ "Do you fight"? To me they are for us
our meadow-lark friends. OSome very eruel boy mey hove wssounéeﬁ this little
birde Letus teesch our boys to be kind to all the birds espeecinlly to our
nmeadow-lark friends that sneak to ue in our l:ongunge." »

He could not do anythins $o felief tie hirdits sxlffering as 1t wag not
very badly hurt. e quidkly turned it loose sayinz. "Go mow, my friend,
The Great Spriit shall take c¢-re of you and heal your wound -~ so that you

mey eontinue to tal¥ to us more."



