
THE GHOST-DANCE RELIGION 

My children, my children, 
My top, my top- 
I t  will win the game, 
It will win the game. 

The man who made this song when he entered the spirit world in 
his vision met there one of his boy friends who had died long years 
before, and once more spun tops with him as in childhood. 

Tops are used by ail Indian boys, and are made of wood or bone. 
They are not thrown or spun with a string, but  are kept in motion by 
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whipping with a small quirt or whip of buckskin. I n  winter they a,re 
spun upon the ice. The younger children make tops to twirl with the 
fingers by runni~lg a s t ~ c k  through a small seed berry. 

He'na'ga'nawa'nen niia'wu'naui'nii bi'gushi'shi He s2na'nlni1 - Ahe'e'ye' ! 
He'na'ga'nawa'nen n:ia1wn'nani'nii bi'gnshi'shi He1shna'nini'-Ahele';ve'! 
Nithilna hesimainini'- Ahe'e'ye' ! 
Nithi'na hes~lua'nini' - Ahe'e'ye' ! 

When we dance until daylight our father, the Moon, takes pity on us-Ahe'e'ye'! 
When we dance until cl:rylight our father, the Moon, takes pity on us-dhe'e'ye'! 
The father says so - Ahe'e'ye'! 
The father says so-dhe'e'ye'! 
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With the Arapaho, as  with many other tribes, the moon is masculine, 
and the sun is f e .  111 ~nythology tlre two are brother a=r. I 
There are various myths to account for the spots on the moon's surface, I 

while to others they bear a like- 
The Arapaho name for the moon, 

sun,', the sun itself being called 
kiskinishisk, b L  day sun." A similar nomenc.lature exists ainong most 
other tribes. 
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