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He circle or out ove_1 the prairie, or goes through various crazy evolu-
‘tions like those of a lunatic. On one occasion—but only once—I have
seen the medicine-man point his finger almost in the face of the hypno-
tized subject, and then withdrawing his finger describe with it a large
circle about the tipis. The subject followed the direction indicated, !
sometimes being hidden from view by the crowd, and finally returned,
“with his eyes. still fixed and staring, to the place where the medicine:
man was standing. There is frequently a good deal of humbug mix
’with these performances, sommﬁﬂﬁ/h—yp;x?ti/z%g~
in order to attract notice or to bring about such a condition from forece
of imitation, but the greater portion is unquestionably genuine and\
beyond the control of the subjects. In many instances the hypnotized
A person spins around for minutes at a time like a dervish, or whirls the
arms with apparently impossible speed, or assumes and retains until
the final fall most uncomfortable positions which it would be impossible
to keep for any length of time under normal conditions. Frequenily a
umber of persons are within the ring at once, in all the various stages
Ff hypnotism. The proportion of women thus affected is about three~
times that of men.

THE AREA COVERED BY THE DANCE

It is impossible to give more than an approximate statement as to
the ar¢a of the Ghost dance and the messiah doetrine and the number
of Indians involved. According to the latest official report, there are
about 146,000 Indiaus west of Missouri river, exclusive of the- five
civilized nations in Indian Territory. Probably all these tribes heard of
the new doctrine, but only a part took any active interest in it. Gener-
ally speaking, it was never taken up by the great tribe of the Navaho,
by any of the Pueblos except the Taos, or by any of the numerous tribes
of the Columbia region. The thirty or thirty-five tribes more or less
concerned with the dance have an aggregate population of about 60,000
souls. A pumber of these were practically unanimous in their accept-

uance of the new doctrine, notably the Paiute, Shoshoni, Arapaho, Chey-

enne, Caddo, and Pawnee, while of others, as the Comanche, only a
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