
I no om^] PAINTING OF THE DANCERS 

Frequentlg ia thedance _on_e,aAF*ga:,e_ of. the 1e;td~cs wbile siktbg; within . 
the circle w o ~ d y e a t  upon the earth with his extend 

W" -----*--a- -- - - , 
his hand upon his head, afterward blow Ynto his hand, 
the operation, pra Sometimes the 

,then lax his ha 
ate cxv). No satisfactory explanation 

~&-"o%~~Eiied beyond the gener~ l  idea that the earth, like the sun, the, - 
fire, aud the water, is sacred. ," 

GIVING T H E  FEATHER 

The ceremony of "giving the feather" has beer1 already noticed. * 
This was an official ordination of the priests in the dance, conferred 
on them by the apostle who first brought the ceremony to the t'ribe. w 
Among the Arapaho, Caddo, Kiowa, and adjoining tribes in the south 
the feather was cokerred bv S i t u u l l  himself. The feather was 

'thus given to seven leaders, or sometimes to fourteen, that is, seven 
men and sevenywomen, the number seven being sacred with most t r m  

upon the head of the dancers, was either that of the crow* sacred 
bird of the Ghost dance, or of the --gums. . . dl 

/ If from the crow, tlwo feathers were used, being attached a t  a slight 

P and more particularly in the Ghost dance. The feather, which was worn & 

angle to a small stick which was thrust into the hair. (See Arapaho 1 
song 8.) The feathers were previously consecrated by the priest with 

/prayer and ceremony. T h e & s e ~ ~ ~ ~ g ~ ~ r e c i p r o c a t e d  with pres- 
nts of ponjes,blekets, or other pmoperty. ~ f t e r x a v i n g  thus receieed 

Bbe feather the tribe began to make soiigs of its own, having previously k sed those taught them by the apostle from his own language. 
Besides the seven leaders who wear the sacred crow feathers as 

emblems of their leadership, nearly all the dancers wear feathers vari- 
ously painted and ornamented, and the preparation of these is a matter 
of much concern. The dancer who desires instruction on this poir~t 
usually takes with him six friends, so as to make up the sacred number 
of seven, and goes with them to on_e_whq-hks b~e; in a trance and has 

" --___1. _ _ ^_ - - * -  --------- thus learned the exact method in vogue in the spirit world. Af %e;F 
request this man prepares forkach one a feather, according to what he 
has seen in some t~ance  vision, for which they return thanks, usually 
with a small present. The feathers are painted in several colors, each, 
larger feather usually being tipped with a small down feather painted 
in a different color. On certain occasions a special day is set a p a ~ ,  for 
publicly painting and preparing the feathers for all the dancers, 
work being done by the appointed leaders of the ceremony. 

T H E  PAINTING OF T H E  DANCERS 

The painting of the dancers is done with the same ceremonial exa8ct- 
ness of detail, each design being -- an - - - - ~ - - -  inspiration from a trance vision,- 

-L_^ - _ _ 
Usually the danzr-a$opt,s the particular style of pain~m-e. 

- .  . -- 


