
THE GHOST-DANCE RELIGION 

SONG REHEARSALS 

As with church choirs, the 
assembled privately in a tipi 

>next dance. During the 
frequent opportunity of being present a t  these rehearsals, as for a long 

Coyote's tipi almost every night until the snow melted, each session 
usually lasting about three hours. 

prayer ended, they consulted as to the song 
to be sung first, which Black Coyote then started in a clear musical 
bass, the others joining. From time to time explanatks  were made 
where the meaning of the song was riot clear. s n v i t e d  me to call 
for whatever songs I wished to hear, and these songs were repeated 
over and over again to give me an opportunity to write them down, but 
they waived extended discussion until another time. Usually the men 
a-, but sometimes Black Coyote7s wises or o G  

joined in the songs. 

PREPARATIONS FOR T H E  DANCE 

. On several occasions the dance ground was consecrated before the 
performance, one of the leaders going all about the place, pprinkling 
some kind of sacred powder over the ground and praying the while. 


