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source of his prophetic and clairvoyant inspiration. The buffalo horn 

i -  was L L G o d 7 s s 7 >  the red feathers contained his own heart, and the 
circle of claws represented the world. When he prayed for help, his 
heart communed with cLGod7s heart," and he learned what he wished to 
know. H e a  Sometimes in his trances 
h e  went to th him sscrets. It must be 
remembered &at sun, moon, stars, and almost everyeother thing in 4 
nature are considered by the Indians as endowed with life and spirit. 
He claimed an intimate acquaintance with the other world and asserted 
positively that he could tell me "just what h=nidil~.e.'~ Another 
man who accompanied him had a fellow sun with green rays painted on 
his forehead, with an elaborate rayed crescent in green, red, and yellow 
on his chin, and wore a necklace from which depended a crucifix and a 

/brass clock-wheel, the latter, as he sta,ted, representing the sun. 
On entering the room where I sat awaiting him, Nishki~~ntii ap- 

proached and performed mystic passes in front of my face with his 
hands, after the manner of the hypnotist priests in the Ghost dance, 
blowing upon me the while, as he afterward explained to blow evil 1 things away from me before beginning to talk dn religious subjects. 
He was good enough to state also that he had prayed for light before 

f 

an form of blessing, reverential gratitude, or prayerful entreaty, 3 .  
is of frequent occurrence in connection with t'he Ghost dance, 

? 
the room where we were the whole company, men, women, and children, 
went through the same ceremony, with each one of the inmates in 

as under the 

,' 


