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Bull," it was necessarj that he should go to them at  once, so that they 
might b L  accept the teaching of the pansy and its motto, which now 
they only partially or very doubtfully accept." 

Receiving no answer, he wrote aga>in about the end of March, both 
to the Secretary and to the India11 Commissioner, stating that meosiahs, 
being hn~nan, were subject to human limitations, of which fact the 
Indians were well aware, but warning these officials that if these lirni- 

(tations were set by the government it would be held responsible for 
his nonappearance to the Indians, as he had promised, "before the 
native pansies blossom 011 the prairies." He ends by stating that he 
would leave on Easter Sunday for the Sioux country, but as nothing warns 
heard of him later, i t  is presgmed -ccumbed to the limitations., 
( G .  D., 52.) / 

The first direct knowledge of the messiah and the Ghost dance came 
to the northern Arapaho in Wyoming, through Nakash, "Sage," who, 
with several Shosho~ii, visited the messiah in the early spring of 1889, 
and on his return brought back to his people the first songs of the 
dance, these being probably some of the original Paiute songs of the 
messiah himself. The Ghost dance was a t  once inaugurated among 
the Shoshoni and northern Arapaho. In  the summer of the same year 
the first rumors of the new redeemer reached the southern Arapaho 
and Cheyenne in Oklahoma, through the medium of letters written by 
returned pupils of eastern government schools. 

Fresh reports of wonderful things beyond the mountains were con- 
stantly coming to the northern prairie tribes, and the excitement grew 
until the close of the year 1889, when a large delegation, including 
Sioux, northern Cheyenne, and northern Arapaho, crossed the moun- 
tains to the Paiute country to see and talk with the messiah. Among 
the Sioux delegates were 
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