
Fort Dodge, Kansas 
Kove~ber 10, 1874 

Post Ad j u t a t  
Zort dodge iiansas 

S i r  ; 

I have ti,e honor to  s.ub A t  t h e  folLowiiy re2or t  of a scout ~ & e  by :ne i n  

c o u l ~ i i d c e  with Spzcial Orders i:a. ~ 9 2 .  tldteu rieadlpua~-terd l o r t  dodge Kansas Lev. 3 

id74 *nu telegraphic ins t ruc t ions  from Colonel J m e s  Oakes 6tk Cavalry Commanding 

Sor ts  J d g e  nays m a  e t c ,  dated r 'ort dodge iiansas Ivovember 5tk: 1874. I l e f t  3or t  

134 Qodge  as a t  1:33 11-:. 2;ov. 4, 74, :citi, two noncomissioned o f f i ce r s  eight nr ivates  and 

t he  Post guide 'iceoilore Geqan. lie we7e provicie-2 with f 3ur p a c ~  mules f o r  the trens- 

?or ta t ion of rqt ions .  I xiarchea t o  30Qe " i t y  has where I loaded ?he a n h d s  on a 

stock car  Gn; we  too^ trie t r d i n  Last f o r  Grea,C Bend where iqe arr ived .:t zbout 10, ?i<. 

Hfter a r r i v i i ~  i n  Great send a r~ r i  seein; tne  tlen i n  Camp 1 went u-j~ i n  tke  to~*;n -LO 2ind 

pa r t i e s  wr,o c o d a  put r.ie dn t h e  t r a i l  .sf th ree  h x s e  th ieves  wLo had beer, seen crossing 

the  r i v e r  a t  X~ielimocl below Great 6eili-with 18 h e a ~  of horses and wkom 1 had verbal  

ins t ruc t ions  froo; Col, Oakes t o  pursue an2 capture- 1: found t h z t  t he  th ieves  had been , 

taped two nights  before a rrdie ana a half  above t he  town, Nov, 5. Leavhg %own &&is 

sorning I passea a house m e r e  they sad neen seen. I struck t k e i r  t rai l  j u s t  -r)ove t he  

house and followeu it about 15 miles vkei3, it approached and I found t h a t  the:. had 

ccossed the r i ve r ,  I crossed tr,e r i v e r  but obirig t o  t h e  numerous c a t t l e  t ra i l s  %li=ich 

had obl i t e ra ted  t h e  t r a i l  of ~ c e  Gorses. 1 V i i i S  unable t o  determine whether they k d  

gone South or cecrosseir tr,e r i v e r  but seeixg solile c z t t l e  herders near I questioned them 

and f o u d  t k a t  on t h e  previous d ~ y  ttie ram we were a f t e r  had caxiped on the south s i d e  

of the  r iver  6na t c a t  the, raa Deer1 seen d t e r v ~ a r d s  on t he  lu'orth hank dr iving t h e i r  

horses tkmugh a herd af  c a t ~ l e  on t h e  iiorth s i de  I came t o  t h e  cancltsicjn froffi t k i s  

inlort iat ion t h  t they were endeavering t o  ruislead us and t h a t  they had continued up 

t h e  i.Iortk s ide  of tr:e r i v e r  and on recrossing the r i ve r  I found t ~ a t  my surinise was 

correct  a s  I. again foluld  he t r a i l  les txi is  tc ~k ie  r iver ,  but a f t e r  followin,: it about 

5 miles, 1 adzin four13 they passeil 3ugti a herd of c a t t l e .  Ju s t  a t  the  .rtouth of 

s s h  21'ee~ below Earned zna was unable t o  cliscovex- any si,ps 3f t l ~ e n  i n  t ha t  v ic ini ty-  


