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saw t h e  two men I had sen t  across t he  r i v e r  f i r s t  coming i n  from t h e  p rz i r i e .  

They reported the  t r a i l  and I a t  once s t - r t e d  f o r  it. I s t ruck the  t r a i l  about 

4 miles from t h e  crossing o r  six xi129 from ilodge C i t y  and soon 5 f t e r  t h e  c i t i z e n  

I ~ O  was with ?ir. Lloyd t l l-r~ed back t o  t h e  Post. The t r a i l  was qu i te  f resh  and 

p la in  and had evidently been made about 7 hours the re  were the  t racks  of a wagon 

10 mules (,!+driven and 6 led)  2 horses and a poney t h e  l a t t e r  being llplate shoesv1. 

This t r a i l  I struck about 12:3O P.M. and a t  once s e t  ovt upon it i n  a Xest South 

2Jesterlx di rect ion.  Crossing t h e  headwatzrs of the  West fork of Crooked Creek 

and went i n t o  Camp a t  7:15 P.M. between t h e  eas t  and West branches of the  Creek. 

A s  soon a s  it rras 3.ight enough on the following a o r n i n ~  t o  follow t h e  t r a i l ,  I 

broke Camp and ~wrched out i n  t h e  same direction,  folmd a t  10 -4.M. on a branch of 

Crooked Creek t h e  glace  &ere the theives had eaten su9per and morred on t r ave l l i ng  

nearly a l l  night, t h e i r  h a l t  having been made on t h e  west fo rk  of Crooked Creek 

about 60 miles from t h i s  post as travelled,  the re  t h e i r  t r a i l  s truck nearly due 

South f o r  about LO miies, then turned i n  a d i rec t ion  a l i t t l e  north of West 

towards the 012 Santa Pe road. 'Then thinking it t h e i r  in ten t ion  of taking t h a t  

road I pushed forward t o  s t r i k e  it before d x k  with the  intentior!  t o  follow it 

a f t e r  dck should they have t~r-rned i n to  it. I st-ruck t h e  Santa Pe road a t  7:15 

P.i.i. Where i t  crosses Sand Creek about 8 miles from the  Cimarron Hiver upon arr iv-  

ing  t he r e  I found t h e  t r a i l  crossing t h e  danta Pe ito.id and going west. \hen  I 

mt in to  Camp it being then dark I: coulc! not f o l l ow  t h e  t r a i l .  I found from a l l  

appearmcss they Pad crossed t he  road and creek between 4 and 5 O'clock or l e s s  

than t h h e  hours a head of me. here t h e  r a t i ~ n s  gave out, a s  I was provided with 

but two days supplies f o r  t he  par ty  and I was  compelled t o  sbandon the pursuet, t h e  

c iv i l i an s  eKploment were anxious t o  fol low t h e  t r a i l  alone but I 7;ould not give 

my consent as I considered the country unsaye f o r  &Small a par ty  t o  t rave l .  

On t h e  following morning I broke Camp a t  4:45 A.M. and s t z t h d  fo r  t he  

Arkansas Biver on t h e  Santa Fe noaa and marched u n t i l  8 P.M. (hiLting about an 

hour t o  graze t h e  horses) and camped on tilt South Side of t h e  r i v e r  being unable 

t o  f i nd  t h e  ford i n  t h e  dam. t h e  comand ~ ~ o u l d  have had nothing t o  ea t  had we 


