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continued 

t r a i l  crossad the  r i v e r  and l ed  up 2 tirnbered ravine i n  rh ich  is  a l a rge  spring 

about, two rixLles from the  i*:outh I expectsd t o  f i n d  t he  Indians encmped hore a s  

I had seen no s ign of a r e s t i ng  plzce or camp along t h e  e n t i r e  t r a i l  up t h  t h i s  

time. I broke Camp a t  4 A. M. on t h e  20th and went up t o  t h i s  ravine and arr ived 

a t  5 A. M. a t  a l a rge  pocket which contained a la rge  S ~ r F n g  and t h e  mouth of 

wkich i s  coacealed by dense brush ;iood and w-hich i s  a f s v o r i t e  Camping place of 

t he  Indians a t  tax break I surrounded t he  pocket but no Indians were found they 

had zone through t h e  placz but had not remained there  f o r  any length of time 

but had gone on t o r i ~ ~ d s  the  Beaver. 

I?! h o r s ~ s  by t h i s  time riere so weary and t i r od  t ha t  I could not 

have followsd t he  Indians any longer without loosing t he  greater  pa r t  of them 

and 1 determined t o  give up t h e  chase and re tu rn  t o  r'ort dodge. Accordingly 

a f t e r  aes t ing  a cov-ple of hours 1 returned t o  t he  Cimmaron. Crossid it and 

marched back t o  Crooked Creek and along i t s  eastern bank t o  "or t  aodge %*ere I 

arr ived a f t e r  a March of 218 miles on t he  23rd i n s t .  

The country msrched over i s  l e v e l  o r  s l i g h t l y  r o l l i n g  p r a i r i e  cut  

with breaks and ravines runl ing towards t he  d i f f e r en t  creeks, These ravines a r e  

especia l ly  deep and rough on t h e  west s ide  of Crooked Creek where the  country 

i s  very much cut  up. R e  p r a i r i e  has bee11 burned cln t he  !!€st 3ide of Crooked 

Creek t o  within a fetr i i i les  of the  Gkmaron. B e  bredcs d u f f s  of t h e  Cim- 

maron a r e  rought, but not very kigh: they extend t o  a considerable distance 

f r o n  t h e  r iver .  

Yo02 i s  fou-d  d o n g  Crooked Creek from the  t he  head dotun t o  t l le  

point ,  where the  Greek bends t o  t he  douth and f o r  4 15 les  below t h e  bend i n  Small 

groves containing good sized Cottonwood, Ash, ZLm, and hackberry t rees ,  In  

many places a deaae growth of willows and plum bushes cover the  bmks of the  

Creek. i n  t he  rseines arld breaks on t h e  I i e s ~  Side of t h e  Creek a fet: Cotton- 

wood t r s e s  a r e  scat tered a t  long in te rga l s ,  No timber was seen on the  north 

88 bank of the  C h a r o n  except a f ~ ~ r t r e e s  on t he  a ide  of t h e  bluffs ,  but on t h e  


