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continued 

bends t o  t h e  South and here I proceeded a s  I expected t h e  rat,ions t o  meet me 

there.  I l e f t  t h e  t r a i l a b o u t  t en  miles leading South tomrds the  Ciwnaron 

with the  in ten t ion  t o  t a k e  it up again a s  soon a s  I received the  r a t i ons  from 

F'ort dodge, 

From Nalker's Timber I took t h e  r o a d . b a c ~  t o  For t  oodge on the  

morning of t h e  17th  a t  8 ofclock A, 14. as  no supolies kad arr ived and I was 

a t  t h i s  time en t i r e ly  d i s t i t u t e  of ra t ions .  I proceeded a s  f a r  a s  Bulberry 

Creek when I met Lieut Kinchester, 6th Cavalry, with a wagon with 5 days r a t i ons  

f o r  the  command, He was accompanied by a guide and an escor t  of the  19th Infan- 

t r y ,  I returned t o  Crooked Creek arrd here found Lieut I$, 3. hinton and T, 3. 

Yenie, 19th I n f t y  and 1 5  Zen of C o m p ~ v  tiIti, 3rd Cavalry and ten men, Company 

"B", 6th Cavalry, awaiting me. The bhole command then marched down Crooked 

Creek about two miles t o  &ere some good grass and r;ood rs4s found and enc~mped 

fo r  t he  night. 

Being conviced t ha t  my horses weary aA. exhaustad a s  they were 

would not be able  t o  ca r ry  t h e  addi t ional  weight of f i v e  days r a t i ons  and extra  

ammunition especial17 a s  1 had no grain,  I took t he  xagon t ha t  brought t h e  

r a t i ons  i n  order t o  r e l i eve  t h e  Stock of a l l  additio.ra1 weight. I a l so  took 

t h e  guide t h a t  accompanied Lieut. Winchester a s  I Vj2s t o t a l l y  unacquainted with 

t he  Country and had no body t h a t  could guid, a me. 

Lieut, Xinchester with the  escor t  r e twned  t o  Fort dodge on the  

I'ornin; of t h e  18th  as did also two men of Company ItE?S, 6th Cavalry (of Lieut 

M t o n f s  Co~imand) whose horses were too muck; exkaustecl t o  acconpany t h e  Command, 

87 On t h e  morning of t h e  18th  a f t e r  crossing Crooked Creek qear Camp, I marched 

5, ;i. and S .  by kJ. towards t h e  head of Plan arroya. t h e r e  I expected t o  f ind  a 

t r a i l  of t h e  Indians. M t e r  t r ave l l i ng  i n  t h i s  d i rec t ion  twenty miles I struck 

t h e  h e ~ d  breaks of Xan -4rroya and a t  the  same time t h e  t r a i l  of  a par ty  of In- 

dians from 30 t o  40 strong. I followed it t o  where it crossed Arroya am3 went 

i n t o  Cmp, t h e  following dzy I again took t h e  t r a i l  t o  the  Cimmaron Eiver, The 


