
F o r t  Dodge, Kdnsas 
July 28, 1873 

Pos t  Ad j u t  a n t  
Ft.  Dodge 

S i r ,  

I have t h e  honor t o  r e p o r t  t han  i n  obedience t o  S .  0. 96, lid. Qrs., 

F t .  Dodge, Zuly 1 0 t h )  I proceeded on t h e  1 1 t h  i n s t .  w i t h  2nd Lieut .  Thonas B. 

Nichols and t h e  a v a i l a b l e  e n l i s t e d  s t r e n g t h  of my Co. on a scou t ,  Marched t o  t h e  

ponds n o r t h  of  P i e r c e v i l l e ,  thence i n  a w e s t e r l y  ana Idorth w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  t o  a 

p o i n t  about 25 mi les  n o r t h  of Lakin C?), thence  sou th  and a l i t t l e  Eas t  t o  t h e  Arkan- 

sas River, s t r i k i n g  it arjout midway betvieen S h i r l o s k  and P i e r c e v i l l e ,  down t n e  r i v e r  

about 1 4  mi les  and tnence i n  a q c r t h  e a s t e r l y  and n o r t h e r l y  4Srec t ion  t o  t h e  heads of 

F o r t h  Branch of  Pawnee Fork and W l n u t  Creeks, From t h e  head of Ta lnut  I t r a v e l l e d  

~ 5 t h  a s m a l l  detachment about  24 mi l e s  west, s t r i k i l zg  ?mished  (?) W 6 m a r i . t ~  Fork a t  

i ts  bend o r  change of d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  North. Returning t o  t n e  head of Wdnut  my com- 

mand t r a v e l l e d  down t n a t  scream t o  t n e  p o i n t  where it   ends t o  t h e  No+,? ard thence  

r e tu rned  d i r e c t  to this pos t ,  Whole d i s t a n c e  t r a v e l l e d  aoout 310 miles .  Arr ived a t  

t h i s  pos t  on t h e  24 th  i n s t ,  

F a i l i n g  t? f i n d  watler i n  expected p l aces ,  cnanging t h e  rou te  l a i d  d.om 

i n  my order ,  I endeavored t o  execute  t h e  v e r b a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of  t h e  :orndg. O f f i c e r  

given dependent cpon snsh  f a i l u r e .  

9 Bo s i g n s  of Indians  twere found and none heard of.  Appearances i n a i -  

c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  has been l i t t l e  o r  no r a i n f a l l  t n i s  season  i n  t h e  s t r i p  of covntry a 

f e w  miles North of t h e  f i iver  and JVest from t h e  head of  Patvnee. Large pond holes  com- 

p l e t e l y  d r i e d  11p. Edr ih  cracked open. Grass and weeds parches,  almost scorched-- 

absence of ou f fa lo ,  antelope,  e t s .  

Punished Fomanfs T.rk was found t o  con ta in  s t and ing  wa te r  f e d  by 

s p r i n g s  i n  t h e  i m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y ,  The water  is  f i l l e d  w i t h  moss, weeds, b u l l  rushes,  

and water  l i l i e s ,  b u t  c l e a r  and good. 

I& a n i n a s  r e tu rned  i n  good condi t ion ,  


