
Gen Marcy was unOuly m i t e a ,  with regard to  Indians, during h i s  stay here. It 

was a matter of common remark, I d i s l ike  to s t a t e  t h i s ,  and i f  the imaginary 

vosi t ion assumed by Gen. Marcy tha t  I with the force I have, have neglected to 

keep the road o-gen ( a  mere assumption l i ke  the buildings, a conclusion " in  the 

add captaduma ) did not compel me, i n  the respect,  which I have to  

posit ion I would not s t a t e  it. The 300 Indians which he alludes to in  h i s  report ,  

when the f a c t s  become known dwindle down to Sixty who merely made a demonstration 

on h i s  t r a i n ,  but d id  not nattuckn i t ,  attempted to  carry off an o f f i ce r  who was 

r iding some distance i n  f ron t ,  and f a i l e d  to  do i t ,  though wounded him badly, f i r e d  

a few shots at a great  distance and (as Gen. Marcy said  to  me) s c i d e n t u  strack 

a man through the lungs, i n f l i c t i n g  a mortal wound. 1 to ld  Gen, Narc$ tha t  there 

were three "war par t ies"  out, but only on above t h i s  Post. I ascertain while with 

the Commission at Xedicine Lodge Creek, tha t  the par ty  which hovered near h i s  t r a in  

was "L i t t l e  Robe's band of S ix ty  men. This body magnified i n  the report  to  '300 

Indians%as all  and on t h i s  bas i s  the re?ort would convey the imnression that  t h i s  

country was warming with Indians. 

The same body of Indians seen a t  tf ifferent times might jus t i fy  the a s e e r t i ~ n  

though a plistaken one and 1 have no doubt that  Gen. Harcy's e r ro r  w a s  owing to 

t h i s  fact .  A few mounted Indians showing themselves from time to time, from behind 

ridges and hovering on the flanks of 8 t r a in  (especially i f  there a re  no flankers 

& w o u l d  apnear a s  a great  number. 

The country was however not swarming with Indians and not "infested" in  the 

sense i n  which Gen. Marcy uses tha t  term. I was no t i f ied  by the Su~erintendent  

of Indian Affairs of these w a r  pa r t i e s  and the direction they had talken but too 

l a t e  f o r  me to i n t e r c e ~ t  them as  the information went f i r s t  to  Fort Lamed and 

d id  not reach me u n t i l  the Inciens h a l  crossed the r i ve r  going north, 811 the 

f ive  bands of aog Soldiers ha6 returned to Hedicine Lodge Creek to trade ( 7 )  

with the commissioners, only amounted to  (1 counted them) 450 warriors, there 

were but three s m a l l  bands out when Gen. Marcy passed, anti he only saw gne of 


