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about to toss his horse, to leap from the opposite side 

and escape, while the huge beast was reducing the horse 

to a jelly. The horse, if well trained, will always, upon 

hearing the twang of the bow-string, spring from the 

buffalo, in which case, if the rider retains his seat, he is 

safe ; but if he is left on the ground, he is at the tender 

mercy of the infuriated beast. The Kiowas declare that 

the buffalo does not attempt to injure a man who has 

been thus thrown, if he lies perfectly still and will hold 

his breath, but, after watching him for a moment, will 

go away and leave him ; but if he stirs while the buffalo 

is watching him, he plunges upon him, pawing him with 

his feet, and mangling him with his horns, until the re

ams will have no appearance of a man. 
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On one occasion I went with the agent to visit the 

cornfield of Asa Toyett, a Comanche chief; also to select 

a location for his house and village; after which the 

chief took us to see a place on Medicine Creek, where 

there was a "heap of medicine—good, black medicine." 

This " good, black medicine " proved to be a spring of 

petroleum, unmixed with any foreign substance. Patches 

of oil were floating upon the water, while petroleum was 

oozing from a small hole in the ground. 

Were this spring in Ohio or Pennsylvania, it would be 


