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116 LIFE AMONG THE INDIANS. 

the gallop, which example was followed by the whole 
party. 

Though this haze looked distant to me, it was but a 
few minutes before we were enveloped in blinding 

clouds of dust and sand, which, fortunately for us, were 
driven the same way we were travelling. The sand and 

'small pebbles, furiously driven by the wind, stung our 
ears and the sides of our faces, and rendered our horses 
almost unmanageable by their continuous pelting; but 

being at our backs, we held rapidly on our way. Dense 
clouds of dust filled the air, obscuring all surrounding 

objects to within a few feet, filling our eyes, noses, ears, 
\ and mouths, and literally covering us with dust. These 

j sand-storms are most frequent in the spring and early 
j summer, but are of occasional occurrence at other times 

f
\pf the year. 

To-day we passed over a level plain south-east of 
Rainy Mountain, sparsely covered with maasqm&Q~ (4»tts-
jk«o-k) timber, which gave it, for many miles, the appear­
ance of a broken down or badly kept peach orchard, 
with mountains on either side. This plain gradually 
gave place to gravelly ridges and rocky ravines, north­
west of Mount Sheridan, and this again to fertile prai­
ries and rich valleys, well watered by fine streams of 
pure water, and bounded on all sides by rocky moun-
tains, among which we travelled in a south-westerly 
direction, towards the Agency, where we arrived about 
four o'clock P . M. 

5th Month, 12th. — As the Indians' beds m their 
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