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a few rod§ from good, ara,bl‘e prairie, in 4ll appearance
cléar of mpk and su1tab1e for agriculture, those immense

pﬂes of boulders arise Wlth tonly enough soil to supply a
foothold for the most seanty vecretatlon, among which

W ‘gre severaL vanetles of cactus \I011nt Scott is supposed

to be the most elevated of the YVlchlta Mountains, and

" :.1s an 1mmense p11e of roeks, Whlch, notw1thstandln0" its
y bmooth dome-hke appeamnce, is_in many places very

precxpltous and difficult. to chmb The top is slightly
convex; and covered w1th hnge bouldels of 1ed or flesh-
colored gramte, and rises .prqbably about tvyelve or four-
teen hundred feet af)ove the surrounding plains. The

‘whole mountain ai)pears to be composed, of the same
‘matenal clothed with a shr ubby dwalf-oak but a few feet
vllﬁ helg'ht while the very top is spalsely covered with
i 3 “alow- spreadmo cedar. Numerous wild flowers were scat-

tiered about here and there on all parts of . the mountain.
' The view from the top is magnificent; embracing hun-
dreds of square miles of mountain scenery, beautiful and
‘Wide-spreading valleys, and extensive plains. To the
westward, point after point of the rocky Wichitas extend
as far as the eye can reach. The boulders on the sides
and tops of these motntains are rounded and smoothed

- _as if by water, undoubtedly ha,vmcr lost their sharp
- corners in the immense ice-fields of the glacial period.
“Yet there is no doubt but that the modest, unassuming

lichen — the roek-de‘sfbfo}rel' of every age and clime — has
had a hand in rounding the rough and jagged corners of
these adamantine rocks.
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