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during which they maintained entire silence, and prelim­
inary arrangements for their reception were.made in the 
camp, the chiefs, followed by most of the head men, and 
these by the young men, women, and children, went 
forth to welcome them. 

Upon drawing near td them, the Kiowa chiefs walk­
ing with a slow step and dignified mien, some of the old 
women set up a chant in a shrill voice, whereupon the 
head chief of the Pawnees, and two or three others per­
haps the nearest in rank, arose, and with a quick, firm 
step approached the Kiowa chiefs, and, after embracing 
them, retired to their former position. 

Others of the Pawnees came forward, a few at a time, 
until all had embraced and been embraced by the Kiowa 
chiefs and head men. The women, remaining some dis­
tance behind, renewed their shrill chant from time to 
time. Some of the Pawnees occasionally placed a shawl 
or embroidered blanket upon the shoulders of a Kiowa, 
while several of the old men passed along in front of the 
whole line of the visitors, shaking hands with them. 
After this the Pawnees set up a weird song, during the 
continuance of which Kiowa fathers, each carrying a 
small child in his arms bearing a piece of stick in its 
little hands, young girls, and occasionally a woman, 
would approach the Pawnees, and, selecting some one, 
would present themselves before him, holding out the 
stick. Thereupon he would arise, place his hands upon 
the donor's head in a solemn, reverential manner, as if 
blessing, pass them down the sides, following the arms, 


