130 LIFE AMONG THE INDIANS.

and burned the grass within a foot of my tent, and at
one time rolled up its canvas sides in a very threatening
manner. I learned that the great concern of the Indians
on first perceiving the fire, knowing that it was medicine
day with me (i. e., the first day of the week), and that I
was sitting alone in my tent, was that I would know
nothing of it until my escape would become imprac-
ticable, and that I would be burned. Notwithstanding
the above incident, my mind has been favored to feel a
degree of peaceful quiet, for which, as well as all other
favors, I desire to be thankful.
3d Month, 3d. — While at the agent’s last week, hav-
ing been very anxious to talk more understandingly with
the Kiowas, I spoke to the agent to send G. Conover to
the camp with me for a few days as interpreter, which
being assented fo, he yesterday came with a wagon pre-
pared to move my tent, as the Indians were about to
move camp soon.

- A party of Pawnees came in last evening, giving

‘notice of their arrival by their head man and two or

three others coming into camp immediately, while the
main body remained two or three miles distant. This
morning a public reception was given them.

The party was seen coming over a ridge in single file,
bearing a white flag. Approaching to within twenty
rods, they planted their flag,
single letter P, and sat down in a line on each side of it,
facing the village. ;

After sitting in this manner for perhaps half an hour,

upon which was painted the
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